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Gravel Testifies in Washington 
byElze 
Bob Gravel formerly of Lewiston, the 
target last year of homophobic threats 
which culminated in his killing a man in 
self-defense, testified in October before the 
House Judiciary Committee's Subcommit-
tee on Criminal Justice in the nation's first 
Congressional hearings on anti-gay/lesbian 
violence . 
After eight months of persistent and 
escalating harassment from a group of 
young men, and many ignored pleas for 
help to the local police department, 
Gravel's life changed dramatically one 
night in November 1985 when he shot one 
of his tormentors during an incident in 
which they surrounded his house, shouting 
obscenities, and attempted to kick down his 
door. 
Kevin Berrill, director of the National 
Gay and Lesbian Task Force's (NGLTF) 
Violence Project, told Our Paper the 
public hearing was the culmination of a 
ten-month lobbying effort on the part of 
NOL TF, House Judicjary Committee 
niember Rep. Barney Frank (D-MA), and 
Rep. Howard Berman (D-CA), a member 
of the subcommittee. 
Other subcommittee members are: Rep. 
Don Edwards (D-CA), Rep. Frederick 
Boucher (D-VA), Rep. John Bryant (D-
TX), Rep. George Gekas (R-PA), Rep. 
Patrick Swindall (R-GA), Rep. Howard 
Coble (R-NC), and Rep. John Conyers ~-
Ml), Chair of the committee. 
Activists feared the hearing , originally 
scheduled for September 25 and already 
twice postponed, would be delayed until 
the next Congressional session. On Oc-
tober 6 , with Gravel already enroute to 
Washington, D.C. , his trip funded by the 
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance, the 
hearing was again cancelled. Since he and 
another witness, also enroute but from the 
West Coast, had travelled such a distance, 
the subcommittee was persuaded to hear . 
testimony on October 9. 
The purpose of the hearing , Berrill said, 
was to put the issue of anti-gay/lesbian 
violence on the record and extend it _ 
credibility, to focus on the lack of official 
response to the problem, and to present 
successful and innovative program models 
implemented by law enforcement agencies 
and the gay/lesbian community that cur-
rently address the problem. 
According to Berrill , NGLTF unsuc-
cessfully attempted to work with several 
federal agencies, including the U.S. Public 
Health Service, the U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights, the Department of Justice and 
the National Institute of Justice. "On the 
federal, state and local levels, it's been a 
situation of denial and neglect," Berrill 
said. 
In his testimony to the ·subcommittee, 
Berrill stated that violence against gay and 
lesbian people is a national epidemic. In 
1984, the NGLTF Violence Project, then 
two years old , conducted a study of anti-
continued on page 13 
Maine Prepares 
for AIDS Education 
by Brenda Buchanan 
The U.S. Surgeon General's October 22 
report that called for comprehensive 
education in public schools about AIDS· 
and its transmission was well-received by 
Maine activists, educators and public 
health officials, but all agreed there is a lot 
of work to be done before Maine youths 
will receive the kind of information the 
report suggested. 
In the report, Surgeon General C. 
Everett Koop said that education concern-
ing AIDS should begin at the lowest possi-
ble grade level. 
"There is now no doubt that we need sex 
education in the schools and that it must 
include information on heterosexual and 
homosexual relationships," the report 
said. 
Dale McCormick, chairperson of 
Maine's AIDS Advisory Committee's sub-
committee on education, said she was en-
·couraged by the release of Koop'.s report , 
and that it confirmed a similar position 
taken by the sub-committee a few weeks 
earlier. She also was pleased by the subse-
quent announcement by the National 
Academy of Sciences that it would call for · 
$2 billion in AIDS funding for the next 
fiscal year , $1 billion of which would be 
earmarked for education . 
But McCormick expressed impatience 
with the slowness of the bureaucracy, say-
ing that the sense of urgency she feels does 
not appear to be shared by some of the 
other policy-makers. · 
Calling herself "a neyophyte" at work-
ing on ·governmental committees, McCor-
mick said she believes a public school 
health curriculum that will include infor-
mation on AIDS will be developed in 
Maine, but not for another year or two. 
''I've been trying to get it done ever 
since two years ago when the first cases 
hit," she said. 
The AIDS Advisory Committee was 
established after the Legislature last spring 
agreed that it would serve a role in the 
state's response to the AIDS crisis. The 
education subcommittee has met only 
once, and out of that meeting, McCormick . 
said, came a series of "strategy 
statements'' about how education of school 
communities, high risk groups, employees 
and employers, health professionals and 
the others wh'o do not fall into one of those 
categories might be carried out. 
The strategy statement for schools sug-
gests three specific actions that can be 
taken: To include AIDS in the Comprehen-
sive School Health Curriculum, to develop 
and/or identify a model AIDS curriculum 











n :RCF 1986 New England Dinner Celebration 
K1evln Cathcart (left), Executive Director of Gay & Lesbian Advocates & 
Defenders, receives plaudits from U.S. Congressman Barney Frank. GLAD 
recently won the first round In Its suit challenging the Massachusetts Depart-
m1ent of Social Services' foster care regulations which virtually prohibit gay 
m,en and lesbians from becoming foster parents. · 
Charges Broug 
In Assault Case 
by Brenda Buchanan 
A 21-year-old South Portland man has 
been charged with two counts of assault in 
connection with the September 6 attack 
on several women near the women's bar, 
Entre Nous. 
In mid-November, a two-count com-
plaint was issued against David Deschaine, 
the man who allegedly struck and verbally 
harrassed Entre Nous' customers .and 
staJff. The counts a11e specifically tied to 
the assaults on Entre Nous' owner Judy 
Nevers, who suffered bruised ribs and an 
arm injury, and disc jockey Jamie Scott, 
who had (our teeth bIOken, her jaw frac-
turied and her ribs bruised. 
A third woman also was physically 
assaulted, but no charge was brought 
because she did not submit a statement to 
police before the case was sent to the 
Cumberland County District Attorney's 
offlice. 
Deschaine was not arrested by police 
when the complaint was issued. Rather, 
he was issued a· written summons to 
appear in Maine District Court at Port-
land for arraignment. 
Portland Police Det. Peter De Rice said 
the reason an arrest warrant was not 
sought was because a great deal of time 
had passed between the time of the inci-
dent and the time the complaint was 
issued. Earlier, DeRice said he would ask 
the DA to issue an arrest warrant rather 
than a summons because of the severity of 
the assaults. 
Jin a telephone interview on Nov. 17, the 
we,ek the complaint was issued, DeRice 
expressed frustration with the time lag 
between assault and complaint. He at-
tributed that gap ·to the slowness of the 
women who were assaulted to file state-
ments. 
Nevers said after filing her statement 
that it took a month because she wanted 
to get all the statements together and 
submit them at the same time. Two 
women who witnessed the assault were 
reticent about making statements, how-
ever, and for several weeks she tried to 
convince them to do so. 
The women said they did not want to 
file statements because they feared the 
man, who harrassed them verbally, would 
find out who they. were and seek retribu-
tion. · 
Nevers said when she realized the 
women were not going to file statements, 
she went ahead and submitted her own 
and Scott's to DeRice. The third woman 
who was assaulted did not have her 
statement ready at that time. She mailed it 
to the Portland police; DeRice said he 
received it Nov. 13. 
DeRice said he did not plan to bring the 
third woman's statement to the DA, be-
cause that would delay the entire case for 
another month. 
"I don't think a third (count of assault) 
is going to make a difference one way or 
another, in terms of'disposition," De Rice 
said. He said the injuries sustained by 
Nevers and Scott were strong evidence 
about the severity of the assault, enough 
to convince a judge, if the case goes to 
court, that the assailant was violent. 
He said he would have pressed for an 
arrest warrant rather than a summons if 
the case had progressed more quickly, but 
because more than two months have 
passed, and because Deschaine has gone 
to the police department and given his 
own stat~ment, it seemed unnecessary to 
have him arrested now. 
!!Letters 
Dear Our Paper, 
I·can't in good conscience let your last 
issue go by without writing . I want to com-
piirrtent Elze on her outstanding interview 
with Sai:lhbh Neilan. There was a warmth 
and a flow between the two that produced 
a very moving article that touched iny 
heart. 
My gratitude to Sadhbh for her service 
tb our community: And my thanks to Elze 
for sharing with- us one woman's life : 
Many of us are - or will - grapple with 
the same issues and questions in our lives 
and we can learn from each other. This 
sharing is the revolution! 
With appreciation, 
Anne Kinney 
Dear Our Paper, 
Thank you for the "exten.sive coverage' ' 
of Auturnnfest. Witli three days of events 
and Our Paper reporters at the majority of 
the events we find it hard to believe that 
all you could print are three pictures and 
no mention of Rev . Hasty's and Randy 
Scott's awards . 
We also find it hard to believe that ar-
ticles on The Club in Ogunquit and poetry 
would be more newsworthy than this once 
a year event. This combined effort of 
several Portland Gay and Lesbian com-
munity groups should not have · gone 
unreported. We are very disappointed. ,, 
- The Executive Board 
Harbor Masters, Inc. 
Dear Our Paper, 
Autunmfest is over and we would like 
to say thank you to: Chiltern, Pride Com-
·mittee, and the Maine Health Foundation 
for helping to sponsor the event. Also 
thanks go out to Our Paper, Verrillo' s 
Restaurant, Entre Nous , The 
Underground, Sportsman's Club, Central 
Maine Health Foundation, The AIDS Pro-
ject, Rod's TV of South Portland, Gator 
Ceramics, and Magic Gardens. 
A big congratulations goes to the 
volleyball team.from The Cafe on the 3-0 
victory. 
Also a personal thanks go to the Harbor 
Masters membership for all their hard 
work. Well done all. 





Our Paper apoiogizes to the Harbor Mas-
ters and the other sponsors of Autumnfest 
· '86 for our lack of coverage of the week-
.· end's events. The individual who covered 
1,: • the event for us suffered a tragedy. She 
'( had a fue in her apartment and lost many 
of her belongings, as well as the article and 
her photographs of Autumnfest. 
· We do regret putting the pictures taken 
at the auction in the November issue 
without an accompanying article~ Though 
· it was not our intent, we felt' afterwards 
that it appeared to trivialize the event. We 
made a bad decision. Again, our apologies. 
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Announce1nents 
Pride's Night Out are four monthly, just 
for the fun of it, get-togethers sponsored 
by Portland Pride. A movie night, a sports 
night, a supper night.! in.addition te-a mon-
thly outing will be regularly scheduled 
each month. These events are not Pride 
Committee business meetings and require 
no participation in committee work . 
Although the events are open to everyone, 
group size may sometimes be limited. For 
schedule information or if you wish to help 
plan events, write Portland Pride, c/o P.O. 
Box 5112, Sta. A, Portland, Me. 04104 
or call 883-6934. .:. 
Appreciation 
We at Our Paper thank Michael Rosetti 
for his time and effort in creating a logo 
for our Global Gayzette column. For 
months we've talked of having one, and 
finally we do. We think it's great, and hope 
it helps our readers locate this section of 
news from outside Maine more quickly , if 
that is their desire. Thanks again, Michael. 
PROSRE'SS 
'670 FORE Sr 
Calls for papers/presentations. The 
Maine Chapter, National Association of 
Social Workers, through its Committee on 
Leslbian/Gay Issues , invites outlines or 
abs1tracts for the Second Biennial Maine 
Conference on Professional Work in Rela-
tion to Lesbians and Gay Men to be held 
May 7, 1987 in Portland. Abstracts or 
outlines must be received by January 25, 
1987 by Frank Brooks, P.O. Box 5112 , 
Portland, Maine 04101. 
The:re will be a day-long movement 
workshop for women incest survivors with 
Karin Spitfire, on Saturday, December 13 
from 10-4 in Auburn. Contact "Looking 
Up"' at RFD #1, Box 3360, Mt. Vernon, 
Maine 04352 , telephone 293-2750 . 
Workshops. will be held in other parts of 
the state on later dates . 
I 
~YCnlurc on land It •••er 
RUN BY AND FOR WOMEN 
INVITES YOU TO A SIMPLE 
WOMEN'S RETREAT ON THE SMALL 
ISLAND OF VI EOUES, PUERTO RICO 
Avaii lable for . individual or group camping, work· 
shops , or a place to begin your exploration of the 
Carribbean. Easy adventures from rain forest hikes. 
sunning on quiet beaches to "down island" sails. 
ALSO YEAR ROUND 
OUTDOOR TRIPS FOR WOMEN 
Carnoeing, backpacking, kayaking, riding, bicycling, 
cro:;s country skiing, relaxing and more .. . . ... . .. . 
_Re1,son•ble rates! 
It' E 
NEW DAWN ADVENTURES 
, 518 WHhington St,..t 
Gloucester, MA 01930 
Tel. 617-283-8717 
H A I R 
7'72/9060 
discover new routes 
year round outdoor trips 
for women 
A. SAMPLING OF 1986 TRIPS 
• so uthwest canoe trip on the Rio Grande 
• spring backpacking in the so uthe rn 
Appalachian Mo u ntain s 
• horse packing trip in northern Ma ine 
• kayaking the coast 
• island bicycle tours 
• trips for mothe rs a nd ch ildren 
• clinics and da y trips - hiking, bi ki ng 
ca noeing, ka yaking 
CUSTOM TRIPS AND MORE ••• 
new routes 
242 Dartmouth St. Portland , Maine 04102 
PURPOSE 
OUR PAPER is published mon-
thly by the OUR PAPER Collective , 
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine 
04104 . The purpose of OUR 
PAPER is to serve as a voice for les-
bians and gay men in Maine . We 
wish the newspaper to be a source 
of information, support and affirma-
tion, and a vehicle for celebration, 
by and for members of the lesbian 
and gay men 's communities . We 
want the paper to reflect our diver-
sity as well. 
EDITORIAL POLICY 
We will consider for publication 
any material that broadens our 
understanding of our lifestyles and 
of each other. Views and opinions 
appearing in the paper are those of 
the authors only. 
We request that all material sub-
mitted be signed and include an ad-
dress and/or phone number so we 
can contact the author if editqrial 
revisions need to be considered . We 
reserve the right to edit unsigned 
material as necessary. Within the 
pages of the newspaper, articles can 
appear anonymously, upon request, 
and strict confidentiality will be 
observed. No revisions or rejections 
of signed material will occur without 
dialogue with the author. 
Even though our editorials are in-
itialed, they represent the opinion of 
all collective members. 
We welcome and encourage all 
our readers to submit .material for 
publication and to share your com-
ments , criticisms and positive feel-
ings with us . Remember, OUR 
PAPER is Your Paper!!! Deadline 
for each issue is the 10th of the 
month. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subscriptions are $12 for one year 
(12 issues) , $20 for two years, and 
$30 for _three years. Make checks 
payable to "OUR PAPER". All 
submissions and correspondence 
should be sent to OUR PAPER, 
P .O. Box 10744, Portland, Maine 
04104. 














Analysis: Election Gains and Losses 
by Brenda Buchanan 
Political campaign seasons rarely end 
with election results that are uniformly 
pleasing to progressives or ~onser~atives, 
especially in Maine, where 1deolog1es and 
concerns vary widely in different parts of 
the state. This fall's results proved that , as 
the statewide picture was decidedly mixed. 
The race to which the most attention has 
been devoted has been the Republican Par-
ty's gubernatorial victory. That John 
McKeman captured 40 percent of the vote 
in a four-way race was tremendously 
depressing to progressives, and · under-
standably so. Lesbians and gay men had 
good reason to mope around on November 
5, as McKeman has consistently refused 
to take our discrimination-related concerns 
seriously. 
However, once the legislative results 
were sorted out and analyzed, it became 
evident that the McKernan victory pro- · 
bably · had more to do with his style. - I 
heard one radio announcer refer to him as 
"the candidate who looks like Christopher 
Reeve, you know, Superman" - than 
with his conservative_ substance. 
The evidence is ample that the same 
Maine voters who elected McKernan and 
gave 14 percent of the vote to fellow con-
servative John Menario do not buy the full 
unprogressive package. 
Not one of the incumbents in the Maine 
House of Representatives who voted for 
the lesbian/gay rights bill during the last 
session was defeated, and only one Senate 
backer - Jean Chalmers of Rockland -
lost. 
That fact is important and one that 
should be made known, Maine Lesbian/ 
Gay Political Alliance President Dale 
McCormick said afler the eJection, because 
it disproves the oft-used excuse of law-
makers who don't support the lesbian/gay 
rights bill. They claim if they do so, their 
constituents will turn them out of office, 
a theory that the results of this election 
disprove. 
In Chalmers' race, her support of les-
bian/ gay rights was not a specific issue 
during the campaign, observers s~i?,. but 
her general progressiveness w~s cnhcIZ~ 
by her main opponent, Lmda ~urtls 
Brawn. The balloting was close m the 
three-way race, with Brawn polling 6087, 
Chalmers., 5153 and Independent Clayton 
Fowlie Jr., 1926. Two commonly-voiced 
reasons Chalmers supporters cite for her 
defeat is that Brawn had the active support 
of the Christian Civic League and got 
$3,300 from the right-wing Maine Impact 
• Coalition, and that Fowlie carried enough 
of his hometown of Rockland to be the 
spoiler. -
The loss of Chalmers in the Senate was 
deeply disappointing to those who want~d 
to see her chairing the Judiciary Commit-
tee in the coming session, but those same 
people are rejoicing that a Democrat ex-
pected to be p·rogressive - Steve Estes -
has replaced arch-co~servative Sen. Walter 
Hichens in District 35, at the southernmost 
end of the state. Hichens retired after many 
years of carrying the flag for conservative 
causes, and his presence won't be missed 
by those seeking support for progressive 
issues. _ 
Lesbians and gay men will miss even 
less Westbrook's Robert Carrier, whose 
homophobic · statements during past les-
bian/gay rights debates nave taken the 
prize as most hateful' uninformed and 
vicious. He lost to Republican Philip Cur-
ran who won a statement of support from 
MLGP A on the theory that he couldn ' t 
possibly be as ignorant as Carrier. 
Another vocal opponent of lesbian/gay 
rights, Rufus Stetson of Damariscotta,. w~s 
defeated by Wiscasset Democrat MaJone 
Kiikelly by 32 votes. Kilkelly was en-
dorsed by MLGPA after she responded to 
the organization's pre-election question-
naire with statements of support for both 
a lesbian/gay rights bill and increased 
AIDS funding. 
Other losses for progressives were in 
Senate District 27, where liberal Gary 
Cooper lost to Maine Impact Coalition-
backed Robert Dillenback by less than 900 
votes, and in Senate District 7, where pro-
g~essive activist Bo Yerxa ran second_ in 
a three-way race, with conservative 
Republican Edwin Randall prev~iling._ 
This campaign was the first m which 
MLGP A endorsed candidates, and McCor-
mick's analysis of the results shows that 
69 percent of the opposed candidates were 
victorious. 
Overall, Ml.GPJX gave , foll -
dorsements to 35 candidates, 11 running 
for Senate seats and 24 aspiring reps. Six 
of the candidates were unopposed, and 20 
of the remaining 29 won. 
In the Senate, four MLGPA-backed can-
didates won, four lost, and three were 
without opposition. In the House, 16 of 
those endorsed won, five lost and ihree 
were unopposed. 
MLGP A also offered statements of sup-
port for candidates that it did not feel 
strongly enough to endorse, but who it 
believed would be better than their op-
ponents on lesbian/gay issues. Of the 88 
contested races in which MLGPA offered 
statements of support, 58 percent of the 
supported candidates won. 
In the Senate, statements of support were 
made in 23 races. Eleven of the supported 
candidates won, seven lost and five were 
unopposed. In the House, 65 statements of 
support were made, and 36 of those can-
didates won. MLGPA-supported can-
·.OUR BOOKS 
an alternative bookstore 
Many sale books 
through December 
O UR BOOKS • 4 Pine St. • Portland 
(207) 773-5540 
didates lost in 27 other races , and two of 
those who won statements of support were 
withou1t opposition. 
McCormick contrasted MLGPA's en- - • 
dorsement/statement of support record 
with that of the Christian Civic League, 
which is the largest conservative organiza-
tion in the state. Again, of the 29 contested 
races where MLGP A endorsed, 69 percent 
of the endorsed candidates won. In the 88 
contesteJ races where either a full endorse-
ment of or a statement of support was 
given, 58 percent of the MLGPA-backed 
candidates won. 
Judith Lippa, MSW 
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The Civic League gave its endorsement · 
to 81 candidates, 73 of whom were in con-
tested races. Of those in contests, 56 per-
cent, or 41 candidates, were victorious. 
McCormick also said that of the ten 
House incumbents who were defeated, all 
were opponents of the lesbian/gay rights 
bill. 
However, McCormick said, some of the · 
changes in the Senate indicate that win-
ning passage of the bill there - which hap-
pened in the last go-round - may be more 
difficult in the I 13th session. · 
Stay tuned. 
BRUCE W. KENNEY, 0.0. 
Board u.'Tti[ied Genc.'Tal Practice 
Praientitoe Medicine 
Obstetrics 
97 India Street 
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JIUJJl~ Rights. Camp~ign Fund Honors Smeal and Tribe 
by Elze 
Ari upbeat and jocular spirit infused the 
: Hutru\Il ~igbts Campaign Fund's Fifth An-
.. niversary New England Dinner held Oc-
:. tober -18 :at th.e Roston Park Plaza Hotel . 
. >Main~·shared the spotlight as Dale McCor-
• mick, president of the Maine Lesbian/Gay 
Political Alliance, served as honorary din-
. ner co-chair with Congressman Barney 
. Frank from Massachusetts . 
· · The gala event, saluted with a proclama-
.; tion from Boston Mayor Raymond Flynn , 
· featured honored guests Eleanor Smeal , 
president of the National Organization for 
Women, and Laurene~ H. Tribe, Tyler 
·Professor·of Constitutional Law at Harvard 
University Law School. It was Tribe wno 
argued Bowers v. Hardwick before the 
U.S. Supreme Court , the case that 
challenged Georgia's sodomy law. 
J 
proximately fifty House and Senate can-
didates during the 1986 election cycle. 
Tribe Analyzes Hardwick 
Tribe, whom New England Committee 
Co-Chair Tim Mcfeeley introduce.d as 
:"tlie next 'liberal appoi,ntee to the u. s . 
Supreme Court if we work hard and are 
blessed with good fortune," was greeted 
with one of the night's many heartfelt 
standing ovations delivered to honorees by 
the enthusiastic crowd . 
Analyzing Hardwick's effect on the right 
to privacy , Tribe reviewed Justice Lewis 
Powell ' s about-face which resulted in a 5-4 
vote upholding Georgia's sodomy law. Ac-
cording to Tribe, Powell ' s rationale for 
shifting from his earlier support of the 
privacy argument was that the hjgh court 
had " no occasion to consider defenses to 
an actual criminal prosecutiQn" since 
Michael Hardwick was not tried, convicted 
"One should never underestimate the Supreme Court's 
willingness to maintain untenable distinctions and draw 
lines indefensible in terms of democratic principles.'' 
New England Committee Co-Chairs (from left to right) Nancy Grantham, 
Richard Burns and Tim McFeeley welcome .the 400 guests to the 1986 HRCF 
New England Dinner Celebration. ' - Professor Laurence Tribe 
The dinner raised approximately 
$60,000 for the nation's only political ac-
tion committee contributing to Congres-
sional candidates based on their support for 
gay and lesbian issues . Twenty-five per-
cent of the proceeds from the $150 a plate 
affair was earmarked for Gay & Lesbian 
Advocates & Defenders, New England's 
public interest gay and lesbian law foun-
dation, and Gay & Lesbian Counseling 
Services, a private, non-profit outpatient 
mental health clinic serving the gay and 
lesbian community. 
The Human Rights Campaign Fund 
ranked as the twenty-eighth largest fund-
raiser among independent PA Cs in 1984 
and contributed more than $90,000 to ap-
Professor Laurence Tribe, _who araued 
Bowers v. Hardwick before the U.S. 
Supreme Court, was honored at the 
IIRCF New England Dinner 
Ceiebration . 
-
- LEE MURCH 
·~ Income Tax Preparer 
A careful, personal service 
specializing in craftspeople, 
and sentenced. 
Blasting Powell for his "incredible lack 
of realism,'' Tribe noted that sodomy laws 
are seldom used to prosecute all the way 
to the point of conviction and sentencing. 
Rather, they are used to harass, occasional-
ly arrest, and to threaten gays with 
prosecution. 
''I find no solace in knowing that Powell 
might see the light if long prison terms 
were handed out, " Tribe said. "These 
laws are used to delegitimate the very lives 
of gay and lesbian people. They are used 
to excuse discrimination.'' 
Tribe told the 400 people assembled 
that, following Hardwick, the Supreme 
Court let stand, without explanation, an 
Oklahoma state court decision teversing a 
conviction for heterosexual sodomy. The 
Oklahoma court relied exclusively on the 
Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution 
in formulating its ruling . 
''One should never underestimate the 
Supreme Court's willingness to maintain 
untenable distinctions and draw lines in-
defensible in terms of democratic prin-
ciples," Tribe said. · 
Tribe drew laughter from the crowd 
when he summarized, "The law appears 
to be that, in Oklahoma, prosecuting con-
sensual sodomy between a man and a 
woman in private violates the federal Con-
stitution. If, however, the parties are of the 
same sex, it is permissible to threaten pro-
secution (see Bowers v. Hardwick). But it 
may or may not be permissible to actually 
prosecute (see Juctice Powell's speech this 
August to the American Bar 
Association) ." 
Calling the ruling ''a statement of un-
masked contempt in its gratuitous denigra-
tion of homosexuals and homosexuality,'' 
Tribe said the decision has awakened peo,-
ple to the threat posed by the conservative 
judiciary . The ruling, said Tribe, is 
''potentially a blueprint for overruling, at 
least as a matter of federal constitutional 
law, the entire line of privacy decisions 
from 1923 to 1973 and beyond . '' · 
In a. moving conclusion, Tribe quoted 
Bob Dylan's "Chimef> of Freedom," add-
. 
445 Ma in Street 
Saco, Me . 04070 
207,282-5844 
ing , "Gazing on those chimes leaves no 
one untransformed. Being a part of this 
struggle, and of the people with whom I've 
been through it, has been an enormous in-· 
spiration and education for me." 
Praising Justice Blackman for "a land-
mark and truly eloquent dissent ," Tribe 
said. "That dissent, and the other victories 
I believe we will share in years to come, 
gives me the faith that someday I will hear, 
and maybe even read aloud , those sweet 
words , 'Bowers v. Hartl.wick is hereby 
overruled."' 
McCormick Entertains 
In her customarily witty. and playful 
style, McCormick warmed the crowd after 
dinner when she reminded everyone that , 
"As Maine goes, so goes the nation," and 
added, "so you better listen carefully to 
everything I say.'' 
. 
strength of the gay and lesbian communi-
ty despite the year's losses . 
''Though we do have clouds on the 
horizon," he said, "we'll never be 
defeated as long as we continue to assem-
ble in unity as we are tonight. '' 
Applauding the organizers and sup-
porters of the dinner , Basile concluded 
with an uplifting message, stating, "We've 
proven once again ·.ve're a strong, commit-
ted and united community with good 
friends and loving families and a bright 
future .'' 
Media Honored 
Dinner co-chair Nancy Grantham 
presented awards to members ot the 
Boston media for their fair and, unbiased 
coverage of issues important to the gay and 
lesbian community, and for their honest 
and positive depiction of the lives of gay 
'''¥ e're proven once again we're a strong, committed 
and united community with good friends and loving 
f a1nilies and a bright future.'' 
· - Vic Basile, HRCF Executive Director 
McCormick recounted a few of Maine's 
victories, citing defeat of the anti-obscenity 
referendum, a doubling of MLGPA's 
membership rolls, and the cooperative 
relationship between the state and the gay 
and lesbian community in addressing the 
AIDS crisis. 
She elicited chuckles when she intro-
duced HRCF Executive Director Vic 
Basile with, '' As Cyndi Lauper says, 
'Momey changes everything,' and that's 
what the Human Rights Campaign Fund 
is all about.'' 
''This is probably the best-dressed group 
of chronic lawbreakers to assemble 
anywhere since Nixon's inaugural ball , " 
Basile laughingly told the assembly. Poin-
ting to the solid core of elected officials 
supp()lrting gay and lesbian civil rights, an 
increase in the federal AIDS appropriation , 
and local successes such as Boston's non-
discrimination ordinance, Basile urged 
everyone to recognize the increasing 
~ 
men and lesbians. Recipients, all of whom 
delivered spirited remarks, were: Neil 
Miller, former editor of Gay Community 
News and currently a writer for The Boston 
Phoenix; Chris Guilfoy of BayWindows 
and Gay Community News; Sunny Joe 
White, program director at WXKS Radio; 
Benjamin Lipson and Kay Longcope of 
The Boston Globe; and Sarah-Ann Shaw 
of WBZ-TV. 
Frank Sparks Assembly 
Richard Burns, New England Commit-
tee Co-Chair, recalled Barney Frank's 
long-standing support of the gay and les-
bian community,, saying, "He's no 
Johnny-come-lately to our issues. ' ' Burns 
extolled Frank for being "a strong and 
stalwart friend in the U.S. Congress to 
whom we can always turn ." 
Frank brought the assembly to its feet 
when, playing on Burns' introductory 
remarks, he said, "I didn't quite hear 
continued on page 5 
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Richard's comments - something. apout 
being a Johnny-come-out-lately. " In 
another revealing moment, Frank said, 
• 'It's about time I acknowledged my part 
in the community,'' and received another 
standing ovation . 
Applauding the HRCF for giving Con-
gresspeople the courage of their convic-
tions, Frank joked that politicians "are the 
Maine's own Dale McCormick addresses 
· the assembly as the honorary co- chair 
of the · HRCF New E!)gland Dinner 
Celebration. 
by david Lee phillips 
"O, Jonathan, in your death I am 
stricken, 
I am desolate for you, Jonathan, my 
brother. 
Very dear to me you were, 
Your love to me, more wonderful 
than the Jove of a woman." The Holy 
Bible, Il Samuel I :26, (Jerusalem Bible) · 
In his 1980 'tour de force,' Christiani-
ty, Social Tolerance, and Homosexuality, 
Yale historian John Boswell shows that gay 
marriages weren't only common but also 
legal throughout the Roman Empire dur-
ing the lifetimes of Jesus and the Apostle 
Paul. 
Boswell writes: 
"By the time of the early Empire the 
stereotyped roles of 'lover' and 'beloved' 
no longer seem to be.the only role model 
for homosexual lovers, and even emperors 
abandoned the traditional sexual roles for 
more reciprocal erotic relations. Among 
the lower classes informal unions ... may 
have predominated, but marriages between 
males and between females were legal and 
familiar among the upper classes. Even 
under the Republic ... Cicero regarded the 
younger Curio's relationship with another 
man as a marriage, and by the time of the 
early Empire references to gay marriages 
are commonplace. The biographer of.(The 
Emperor) Elagabalus maintains that after 
the Emperor's marriage to an athlete from 
Smyrna, any male who wished to advance 
at the Imperial Court had to have a hus-
band or pretend that he did ... 
"Nero married two men in succession, 
both in public ceremonies with the ritual 
appropriate to legal marriage. At least one 
of these unions was recognized by Greeks 
and Romans, and the spouse was accorded 
the honors of an empress . .. One of the 
men, Sporus, accompanied Nero to public 
functions , where the Emperor would em-
brace him affectionately. He remained 
with Nero throughout his reign and stood 
by him as he died ." (Boswell , pg. 82) 
The classical Greco-Roman world in 
which Jesus and Paul lived was one 
saturated with homosexuality . To think 
that Jesus and Paul were blinded to such 
only people who are supposed to take large 
amounts of money on a regular basis and 
not have it affect their behavior." 
The task facing the HRCF, said Frank, 
is to persuade politicians they've 
underestimated the public on the issue of 
gay and lesbian civil rights and to reach 
those Congresspeople ''who know better, 
but who are afraid to do the right thing." 
Smeal Denounces Right Wing 
Despite a bout of strep throat, Ellie 
Smeal delivered an impassioned speech de-
nouncing the New Right as fascist and pro-
claiming, "It is time to wrap around the 
neck of the right wing its bigotry , its 
racism, its intolerance of people who don't 
believe in a one-way system." Her address 
· drew frequent applause from dinner 
attendees. 
Smeal expressed dismay that feminists 
are attacked for using "fascist" to describe 
the right wing, their critics 'claiming it's 
too strong a word. "I'll say it , say it, say 
it, say it, say it," Smeal cried. "What do 
· you call Proposition 64 in California that 
would quarantine people?" she asked , 
pointing to the LaRouche-initiated referen-
dum directed at people with AIDS. 
Smeal said the time has come for '' a 
huge progressive movement" and urged 
activists to organize in bigger and bigger 
numbers. "Soft-pedalling has never 
worked," Smeal charged, referring to 
what she sees as a negative tendency 
among progressives to work- behind the 
scenes in the face of right wing attacks. 
''Why do we think we can appease people 
who would deny so many of us our human 
rights?" she exclaimed. 
is asking us to believe the ridiculous . 
According to traditional interpretations, 
Jesus never addresses homosexuality in the 
gospels. He does, however, spend much 
time talking about men loving one another. 
One wonders why the Apostle Paul 
always chose handsome young men to ac-
company him in his missionary journeys. 
Also at question is the furor and jealousy 
of the "brethren" over the potential ap-
plicants for these trips. Then, too, is the 
issue that Paul always selected the Helen-
istic communities for his religious 
endeavors. This matter produced a tem-
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MLGPA members Betsy Sweet (left) and Barb Wood-live it up at the gala 
event. 
Recalling the struggle for the Equal 
Rights Amendment, Smeal said, "I 
learned that we, ourselves, must take the 
rights. We cannot rely on anybody in the · 
White House, or Congress, or on the 
Supreme Court to give them to us." 
McCormick applauded the dinner 
organiz.ers for selecting a Mainer as 
honorary co-chair. "it was a step further 
in their commitment to make the dinner 
truly a New England-wide event," 
McCormick told Our Paper. McCormick 
In Jes111s' time the issue of homosexuali-
ty was an explosive and bitterly divisive 
matter among the Jews. The most promi-
nent conservative sect of the day, the 
Pharisees, was conceived to combat "the 
polluting4nfluence of Greek ways" among 
the Jews. The Pharisees considered Jesus 
their most vicious enemy and successful-
ly manipulated his execution. In the Gospel 
of Luke (23:2) the Pharisees drag Jesus 
before Pilate demanding his execution. 
They pl,ead accusingly with the words, 
"We found this Man perverting our 
nation ... " 
Could it be that Jesus was gay and that 
his doctrine that men should love one 
-.bome)oin. ire; a.t · 
said many people expressed delight in 
hearing about the gay and lesbian move-
ment in Maine . ... I got to meet so many 
nice people. After my speech I bet forty 
people came up," she said. She added, 
with a twinkle in her eye, "They asked me 
when I was hinning for office, and could 
they give me money! I got their names." 
(Donations to the Human Rights Campaign 
Fund can be sent to: HRCF, P. 0. Box 
1396, Washington, D. C. 20013.) 
another was considered a blasphemy wor-
thy of death? 
The New Testament evidence suggests 
that this was precisely the case. 
Whether some Christian fundalmen-
talists agree 01'..not, lcsut w~ violently op-
P?sed to heterosexual marriage. Not only 
did he personally reject it, but, demanded 
that any whom elected to follow him must 
do likewise. In his prophecy for the 
eschatological future he envisioned • 'in 
my kingdom there will be no givin~ and 
taking in marriage." 
continued on page 14 . 
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Former NFL piayer 
dies of AIDS 
A former tight end with the Washington 
Redskins football team, the first profes-
sional athlete to publicly acknowledge that 
he had AIDS , died October 15 of cyto-
megalovirus in a Maryland hospital . 
Jerry Smith, 43, who was an All-Pro 
selection during his career in the 1960s and 
1970s, never spoke publicly about his sex-
ual preference. 
His family will accept on Smith's behalf 
when the Redskins induct him into the 
Washington Hall of Stars on Nov . 2. 
Soviet authorities 
after gay poet 
A Russian Poet whose work includes 
some gay-themed pfoces reportedly is be-
ing harassed by government authorities. 
Gennady Trifonov, who has not actual-
ly published gay-related work but instead 
circulated it among friends and shown it 
to foreigners, has been notified that a com-
plaint of "aggravated hooliganism" has 
been filed against him. His friencls outside 
the USSR claim the charges - which· 
allegedly stem from attacks on two of his 
female neighbors - are trumped up. They 
believe the real reason for the charge is to 
silence Trifonov 's pen. 
Trifonov was jailed for four years after 
being charged with homosexuality in 1976, 
After he was released from prison he was 
offered several fellowships and teaching 
positions in the U.S. and Western Europe, 
but his requests for an exit permit were 
denied. 
Can 'Olympics' be gay? 
Whether or not the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee had a right to restrict use of the 
word "Olympics" will be argued before 
. the U.S. Supreme Court. The high court 
agreed on Oct. 20 to hear the case, which 
was brought by organizers of the national 
lesbian and gay athletic competition that · 
originally was called the Gay Olympics but -
ws renamed " The Gay Games" after the 
U.S. Olympic Committee objected to use 
of the word ''Olympics.'' 
The main issue in the case is whether the 
U.S. Olympic Committee's attempt to 
"own" the name "Olympics" constitutes 
a violation of the lesbian/gay organiza-
tion's free speech rights. A lawyer for the 
lesbian/gay group has pointed out that the 
work word "Olympics" is often used to 
describe contests of one sort or another , 
be it among chili cooks or beer drinkers 
or baby diaperers. A lower court ruling 
ruled that the word "Olympics" is a form 
of property than can be legally restricted . 
* * * 
Mikulski wins, 
ERA loses 
In other election notes of interest, a pro-
gressive five-term Democratic Con-
gresswoman from Maryland was vic-
torious in her run for a Senate seat despite 
the dyke-baiting of her conservative female 
opponent. 
Barbara Mikulski was elected by a solid 
margin, indicating that voters did not fall 
for the negative campaign tactics of her op-
ponent, Linda Chavez. During the cam-
paign, Chavez called Mikulski a "San 
Francisco liberal , '' a statement many took 
as an implication that-Mikulski is a lesbian. 
Chavez, who was staff director of the U.S. 
Civil Rights Commission under Reagan 
and. who distinguished herself there as a · 
foe · of affirmative action , referred to 
herself as a "family person devoted to 
traditional values ." 
There have been rumors for some time 
about Mikulski's sexual orientation . but 
she has chosen not to respond to them 
publicly . 
In Vermont, the proposed Equal Rights 
Amendment was defeated narrowly, 51 to 
49 percent. The campaign was similar to 
that waged in Maine in 1984, in that na-
tional conservative groups such as Phyllis 
Schlafly's Eagle Forum -contributed large 
sums of money to defeat the proposal and 
opponents insisted that passage of an ERA 
would mean lesbians and gay men would 
be able to marry and teach about gay 
lifestyles in public schools . ERA backers 
in Vermont were said to be well-prepared 
for a negative campaign, having learned 
from Maine's experience, but apparently 
their preparation was not sufficient to over-
come the right-wing opponents' tactics . 
Lesbian mothers' 
anthology 
Lesbian mothers and others who are in-
terested in writing about parenting issues 
and experiences are invited to submit fic-
tion and non-fiction pieces to an anthology 
by and about lesbian mothers. 
Being prepared by The Crossing Press , 
the anthology deadline is January , 1987. 
Topics may include the perspectives of 
biological and non-biological parents, 
grandparents, children, women consider-
ing parenthood or those who chose not to 
become parents . 
For more information, contact Harriet 
Alpert, P .O. Box 675, New Town Branch, 
Boston, MA 02258. 
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Coming out advice 
Lesbians and gay men who are consider-
ing coming out to their parents can send 
for a free single copy of a 16-page booklet 
published by Philadelphia Parents and 
Friends of Gays. The booklet, in its third 
printing of over 100,000 copies , describes 
the stages parents go through and offers an 
annota1ted list of resources and an appen-
dix ofh.elpful books and pamphlets . A list 
of more than 160 parent groups and con-
tacts in all 50 states also is included . 
For a copy , send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope to Parents FLAG, P.O. 
Box 1Si7 11 , Philadelphia, PA 19103. Ad-
ditional copies are 25C each; $20 per 100 
includes postage. 
Honor for Bryant 
protested 
The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foun-
dation has awarded Anita Bryant with a 
special Medal of Honor, and the National 
Gay & Lesbian Task Force has registered 
a protest with the group. 
"The perversity of this announcement 
is monumental," NGLTF spokesperson 
Urvas:hi Vaid said. "At a time when gay 
people are literally fighting for our lives 
against a coordinated erosion of our civil 
liberties , the honoring of a notorious bigot 
by tlhe Ellis Island Foundation is 
unconscionable.' ' 
The Foundation awarded the medals to 
Bryarnt and 79 others on October 27. The 
individuals to be honored, the Foundation 
said, were naturalized citizens or Native 
Americans . 
The! NGLTF's telegram to the Founda-
tion said that Bryant has only distinguished 
herself by ''promoting prejudice and in-
tolerance against gay men and lesbians, ' ' 
and said that "to honor one who has so 
blatantly opposed freedom for a large sec-
tion of the American and world-wide com-
munity mocks the ideals represented by the 
Statue of Liberty. 
''The Medal of Honor should praise 
those whose life-work has expanded the 
American dreanrof liberty and justice for 
all," the telegram said. 
P'WA rehired by NET 
An out-of-court settlement has allowed 
a Massachusetts man who has AIDS to 
return to his job as a lineperson with The 
New England Telephone Company. 
Paul Cronan, a NET employee for more 
than 12 years, sued the company for $1 .15 
million in compensatory damages after 
managers allegedly told his co-workers 
that he had AIDS . He was dismissed from 
his job by the company. 
Cronan was allowed to return to work 
as part of the settlement, but that did not 
go smoothly, as 29 of his co-workers 
walked off the job on the first day of his 
return, citing fear of transmission. Accord-
ing to Cronan ' s Jawyer, the co-workers 
returned to work after the company union 
worked to educate those who were 
frightened about how AIDS is transmitted . 
The lawyer, David Casey , said the im-
plications of Cronan' s victory are 
' 'dramatic, ' ' because the right-to-work 
issue is bound to come up more often, and 
Cronan' s settlement reflects medical 
evidence triumphed over_ irrational fear. 
Cronan was diagnosed with ARC in 




The notorious proposition that people 
with AIDS be quarantined was over-
whelmingly defeated in California on Nov. 
4, as voters rejected it by a 71-point 
margin. 
"It 's a triumph, very simply , of good 
over evil, ' ' state Health Director Kenneth 
Kizer was quoted as saying after the results 
were in . 
The initiative, titled Proposition 64, was 
the work of the Lyndon LaRouche 
Organization. LaRouche is a fanatic right-
wing politician of sorts with a big 
homophobia problem. 
Before the election, a number of coali-
tions of progressive people banded 
together to raise money to defeat Proposi-
tion 64. Opponents stressed throughout the 
campaign that if quarantine was approved 
ia California, it would be only a matter of 
time until it was proposed in other states . 
Odds and ends 
PARTNERS a newsletter specifically for 
lesbian and gay couples is being launched 
in Seattle, and plans call for the eight-page 
monthly publication to contain news, 
features, media notes and interviews. 
To be available by subscription only , it , 
will focus on topics like buying a house 
together, spousal ri~hts when your partner 
is in the hospital and sex outside a primary 
relationship. A sample issue will be 
available for $3. Subscriptions will be $36 
per year and $66 for two years. 
To subscribe, or for information 
concern-ing submissions, write PART-
NERS, Box 9685, Seattle, WA 98109. 
* * * 
(Some of the information in this month' s 
Global Gayzette came from Gay Com-
munity News, The Body Politic, Sojourner, 
Bay Windows, Equal nme and The Boston 
Globe. ) 
* * * 
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for Maine and distribute it to ail school ad-
ministrators iii the state, and to include an 
AIDS update in the 1986 school health 
manual and distribute that to all school 
nurses and school administrators . 
David Birch, a health education consul-
tant who works for the Maine Department 
of Educational and Cultural Services, 
agrees that it will take a year or two to get 
AIDS education curricula integrated at a 
majority of Maine 's schools , but he is 
more patient with the process than is 
McCormick. 
' 'In health education when something 
becomes an issue, you have to wait a year 
or so to pull something together,'' he said. 
He said audio-visual teaching materials 
about AIDS are just starting to be distri-
buted, and he is aware of only two model 
curricula on AIDS that have· been 
developed to date. 
One of them, which was written by so-
meone at Indiana University who had a 
grant from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol , seemed good when he gave it cursory 
review, Birch said, but he's been unable 
to look it over carefully because the Bureau 
of Health has it. Educational and Cultural 
Services has requested that it be sent over , 
Birch said, but in the confusion of a change 
in leadership at the Bureau of Health , that 
. request got lost. 
A reporter' s phone call , he said, re-
minded him of the need to ask again. 
Ed Miller of the Bureau of Health said 
he's been told that the CDC is expecting 
to have "significant" money to give to 
state Departments of Education to develop 
AIDS curricula. The idea~ he said , is ''to 
bring some of the best minds in the coun-
try together to decide what should be in an 
AIDS cun:iculum.' ' 
He said each state is likely to get a base 
amount, but more money will probably be 
given to those states where there is a high 
incidence of AIDS, such as New York and 
California, and to those states that 
demonstrate great interest in developing a 
superior curriculum that could be used as 
a national model. 
Miller believes Maine has the potential 
to be one of the latter . 
"The fact that we're a million people is 
irrelevant," he said. Because there are 
relatively few cases in Maine so far, it may 
be seen as a state where substantial fund-
ing for education would translate into a 
continued low incidence, he said. Also, the 
departments of health and education have 
a history of cooperation, something that 
will be necessary in order to develop a 
good educational program, ~d something 
that does not exist in all states. 
As for the political realities of develop-
ing an AIDS curriculum for public schools, 
there was agreement that Koop's statement 
will give legitimacy to an issue that some 
may deem controversial. Education about 
sexual matters always has been a hot topic 
oflocal school board discussion , and both 
Birch and Miller said Koop' s report may 
serve to move AIDS om of the category 
of " sex education" and into · one of 
knowledge that could mean the difference 
between life and death. 
There is a mandated health education 
curriculum in Maine and presumably an 
AIDS education unit would be part of that. 
But Birch said the state can only recom-
mend that school systems include informa-
tion about AIDS in their programs, and it 
cannot require that the topic be discussed 
in lower grades, as Koop suggested. 
Nonetheless, he said he believes between 
75 and 90 percent of the state's school 
. systems will include some information 
about AIDS eventually. He said that in the 
past three years or so, proponents of strong 
"family life" programs have mobilized 
their supporters in order to meet head-on 
those who would ban the teaching of 
sexuality-related courses in public schools. 
In other words, he said that there is a 
body of parents in inost school districts 
willing to actively support good health 
education programs that incorporate infor-
mation about sex, and he thinks they. will 
get behind the AIDS education push. 
He also said that Koop's statement, com-
ing out of such a conservative presidential 
administration, will make it difficult for 
those who see AIDS as a moral issue to 
argue that in front of local school boards. 
McCormick believes that also, but she 
has a larger concern than recalcitrant 
school boards. 
"It' s going to be that they closed the 
door after all the horses are out,'' she said 
of the pace of official response to the crisis. 
She said at the first meeting of the sub-
committee, there was a lot of discussion 
about "minutae," specific situations that 
may not even occur, rather than about 
developing a coordinated program to 
educate the largest number of Maiµers 
possible about AIDS and its transmission. 
" Everybody in that room knows educa-
tion is the only weapon we have, yet there . 
are no programs yet, ·no Public Service 
Announcements, " she said. 
McCormick ~cknawledged , that her 
perspective as a person who has been on 
the stump about AIDS for the past couple 
of years may be contributing to her impa-
tience with those who are just now getting 
involved, and who believe in taking the 
traditional , measured approach to develop-
ing a curriculum. 
And she said she's "chilled" every time 
she hears someone say there 's going to be 
an AIDS epidemic, because th.at shows ig-
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Women's Performance Night .: 
Celebrating Women's Talent 
by Penny Rich 
The Women's Community (WCP) held 
its first fundraiser last April at the • 
Williston-West Church in Portland . 
Women's Performance Night presented a 
variety of local talent, including singers, 
musiciams, poets, comedians, dancers, and 
puppeteers. Over a hundred people showed 
up to support the WCP's efforts to obtain 
a building-in Portland that will house a 
variety of services and resources for women 
in .the Greater Portland area and South-
ern Maine. 
Due to the su_ccess of the first Women's 
Performance Night they have become an 
on-going event; usually every_ three months. 
The Performance Nights promote talented 
women who might not otherwise have the 
opportunity to perform in front of large 
groups and demonstrate their artistic, 
musical, or dramatic capabilities. This 
serves to educate the public about these 
abilities and the ·difficulties that even 
talented women have in obtaining equity 
of opportunity in media, performance, 
and the :show business world. 
In addition, these Performance Nights 
provide a "safe space" for the women's 
community to gather, and to support and 
empower each other whether it's through 
connecting with other women's organiza-
tions/ individuals, or performers meeting 
other performers. This event is chemical 
free and open to the public. Women-only 
seating, however, is available. 
On Friday, December 5th: "Celebrat-
ing Women's Talented Diversities" WCP's 
Third Women's Performance Night, will 
. include a fantastic line-up of local and 
statewide talent. The evening will include 
a special dance performance, an awesome 
stand-up comedian, a hot jazz saxophon-
ist, a surprise specialty act, a dramatic 
reading, and favorite show tunes. One of 
the special guests who will be performing 
will be Pixie Lauer, New England record-
ing artist, and many other exciting acts. 
Women's Performance Night will be 
held at the Williston-West Church, 32 
Thomas St., Portland (in the West End). 
Doors will open at 7:00 p.m. and the show 
will start at 7:30 p.m. sharp. Homemade 
refreshments will be available. Handi-
capped accessible. Signing by Mary Serra 
for the hearing impaired. A sliding scale 
donation of $4.00 will be collected at the 
door. Everyone welcome. For further 
info, call 772-2518. 
Unity and Diversity 
by Je$ica Bahros 
October 18-19 marked the second annual 
"Celebrating Our Unity and Diversity 
J;onf~ ~c,e'' fqr,._lesbiaqs, gay n, and 
bisexual men and women. 
Appmximately 350 people gathered at 
Hampslhire College in Amherst, 
Massachusetts for a series of workshops , 
theatre and musical performances, a panel 
discussion , an awards banquet, and a 
Harvest Ball. The conference was spon-
sored by Hampshire College Women's 
Center, Lifeline Institute, The Valley Gay 
Alliance~. and Face to Face (a gay/lesbian 
speaker's bureau). 
The workshops focused on a conscien-
tious and progressive examination of who 
we are as lesbians, gay mt::n , and bisexual 
men and women, and who we are as a 
community. The first series of workshops 
began with looking at our essence through 
issues surrounding who we relate to in-
timately. The second set of wqrkshops ex -
plored ourselves in our community. The 
third set dealt with the issue of how we par-
ticipate in oppression within our own com-
munity and the community at large. 
On the second day workshops 
highlighted work in groups and coalitions 
emphasizing where we have been 
throughout history and where we are 
headed. 415tly, the focus was Qn how we 
interface as individuals and as groups with 
the predominately heterosexual culture. 1 
Some examples of the 38 workshops were: 
Bisexual Relationships, led by~ Ginny 
LaCrow of Portland; Coming Out; Mar-
ried Lesbians, Gays , and Bisexuals; Can 
We Be Friends?' AIDS and Our Com-
munity; The Socialized Penis; Intro to Op-
pression ; History of Lesbian, Gay arid 
Bisexual Movements; Friendships with 
Heterosexuals; and Coalition Building. 
In this celebration there was much time 
to socialize with new friends and old 
friends and to appreciate bisexual, lesbian, 
and gay artists, . craftspeople , ·and 
performers. 
How delightful to participate in the 
celebration of our community and recogni-
tion of our diversity . This conference pro-
vided an opportunity to learn about each 
other and to become friends, to grow by 
building a unified community and to re-
joice in progress made so far. 
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Raise Hell and Go For It~~~~~~~~ 
An Interview with Ellie Smeal, President, 
National Organization for Women 
by Elze 
When she ran for the presidency of the 
National Organization for Women (NOW) 
in 1985, her campaign slogan was "Raise 
Hell." She vowed to generate a new mil-
itancy within NOW, get women back into 
the streets, take on the New Right, to 
rebuild what she saw to be a weakening 
organization. 
Following what many called "a bitter 
campaign fight," Ellie Smeal, age 47, 
stood once again at the helm of tbe 
world's largest feminist organization, hav-
ing previously headed NOW from 1977 to 
1982. 
Usually surrounded by controversy, 
Smeal has been called everything from 
brilliant to power hungry, but never any-
thing on the side of meek or mellow. 
When she talks about the right wing, her 
voice suddenly increases in volume and 
her eyes flash. She does not hesitate to call 
them fascists. She also becomes outraged 
when she talks about the Cathoiic Church's 
hierarchy. 
As outraged as Smeal is on some topics, 
she is as passionate when she speaks about 
reproductive choice and abortion rights, 
the ERA, her belief in the progressiveness 
of the American people, her conviction 
that the power of masses of people must 
create social change, her belief in the 
.necessity of persistence. 
Smeal swiftly rose through the ranks of 
NOW after joining in I 971. She served as 
Pennsylvania NO W's first state coordina-
tor in 1972, was elected to NO W's National 
Board in 1973, served as chair in 1975, and 
secured the first paying job she ever held 
in her life, she says, when she was elected . 
president of NOW in l977. 
Among her many accomplishments 
while in Pennsylvania was her successful 
challenge to the Pittsburgh Press for its 
sex-segregated want ads, an issue which 
wound its way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court. The high court delivered the right 
answer. 
She regrets riot taking on the Little 
League at the age of 9. Though she was 
the best third baseperson around, "I didn't 
demand it. I and my girlfriend became 
scorekeepers. We accepted the unaccept-
able." 
During her first tenure as NOW's pres-
ident, Smeal increased NOW's mem6er-
ship from 35,000 to over 220,000, its 
budget from $500,000 to $10 million, and 
NO W's political action committees jumped 
from one to 81. 
Smeal is exceedingly proud of the 
National March for Women's Lives which 
drew 125,000 people to Washington, D.C. 
and 30,000 to Los Angeles this past 
March, a tremendous show of support for 
the right to abortion and birth control and 
theJargest women's rights march in her-
story / history. And, in planning the march, 
she defied many who said it would never 
be a success because people wouldn't 
come. When Smeal throws a party, peo- . 
pie come. 
She is also proud of her testimony, on 
behalf of NOW, a.gainst the confirmations 
of Chief Justice Rehnquist arid Associate 
Justice Scalia who, she says," ... if they 
get their way, will undo the last thirty 
years for women's rights, even more for 
civil rights." 
"NOW is unique," Smeal said when she 
appeared at Bowdoin College in Sep-
tember, "because we've been willing t9 
take chances. We've been willing to look 
at all ,Jf our options." Smeal cited NO W's 
early endorsement of the ERA despite 
labor's strong opposition- opposition so 
strong that NOW lost its offices in UAW 
headquarters- its early ·endorsement of 
· legal abortion which split the organiza-
tion, and its early endorsement of gay and 
lesbian rights. 
Another chance Smeal took was at this 
year's National NOW Conference in 
Denver. Again, at issue was a march. The 
National Right-to-Life Committee was 
holding its convention six blocks away 
and planning a candlelight vigil at which 
thousands were expected. Until two weeks 
before the conference Smeal listened to 
~he warnings that · they'd be harassed if 
they, too, had a demonstration, that 
they'd make the situation worse, _that they 
shouldn't confront, but always with a 
nagging feeling in he( stomach. Then she 
decided NOW wouldn't hide and a march 
was planned. Not only did the Right-to-
Life C9mmittee have only 400 people at 
their vigil, but NOW brought 5,000 peo-
ple into the streets of Denver in what 
became the largest demonstration in 
Denver's history. 
Smeal is looking forward to NOW's 
20th anniversary bash to be held December 
I in Los Angeles. Over 100 actors and 
entertainers will help NOW celebrate 20 
years of the contemporary women's move-
ment and the organization. "I believe the 
cultural movement must always be inter-
twined with the political movement.," 
· Smeal said. "People should feel good at 
feminist events. I want people to come to 
events because they like it, not because it's 
their duty." ' 
Madeline Spadola 
M.S.Ed., R.S.A.C. 
Aside: from her political life, Smeal said 
she "just entered the empty nest syn-
drome- and, I want to tell you, it's libera-
tion." She lives with her husband , Charles, 
in Falls Church, Virginia and has two 
children in college. 
When her term expires in 1987, what 
then? 'TU probably run again," Smeal 
said. 
Our Paper staffer Elze interviewed 
Smeal when she appeared at the Maine 
NOW State Conference held at Bowdoin 
College in September. Segments of her 
speech appear below in italics. 
So often we see today articles that criti-
cize young people. "They take for granted, " 
I we are told, "the rights we fought for." 
They put the young people down. "Young 
women, "we are told, "are not as suppor-
tive. They take for granted the doors we 
opened, "we are told. 
What did we want them to do? Did we 
want them not to walk through those 
doors? lt '.s just a way of dividing and con-
quering. They want us to turn against our 
daughters. I'm delighted they take those 
doors for granted! I don't want them to 
hesitate one minute before that door. I 
want them to not only open that one, but 
to ram the next one open. The only way 
that can happen is if, in their soul and in 
their heart, they believe they have a right 
to that position. 
When you go around the country and see 
what is and is not happening in different 
places, and giyen what we read in the 
newspapers about the country's swing to 
the right, what do you see that helps you 
stay opt1imistic? 
I dorn't believe the country's people 
haye swung to the right. I believe this is 
still a veiry progressive country in terms of 
public opinion. It's not just that the polls 
say they're on our side. Polls could be 
deceptive. I firmly believe they are on our 
side. 
Women are seeking abortions. They 
use birth control. Seventy-five percent of 
all couples use it. The opposition's posi-
tion against both abortion arid birth 
control-- no one is-practicing it! Lifestyles 
have changed. They're not changing. 
They've already changed for women, for 
men, for heterosexuals, for gays. People 
are mon: honest in personal relationships. 
I believe there is more tolerance of differ-
ences. Is it the way we want it? No! But is it 
better than 1970? You're damn right. 
I keep saying there's a reality and then 
there's mythology. What we read in the 
paper is a lot of myth. Just like when they 
say the young are turning against us. Bull-
shit! They're not turning against us. They're 
getting more with us. 
Why, then, do they keep saying this? 
Because peoj,le with a right wing perspec-
tive have been elected. Why are they 
elected? Money. Money. Money. Money. 
Reagan had $160-million. The other guy 
had something like $40-rnillion. Who 
would you say would have the better 
chance? 
Take it one step further. What are peo-
ple supposed to be going to the right on? 
Do you really think people feel , "Yes, I 
can't wait until I have Star Wars''? Or, "I 
think it's terrific we're spending $400-
billion a year on wasted mechanisms''? 
They don't like it. 
The difficulty is not with people. I 
believe it's with leadership. We are per-
ceiving election wins as popularity, and 
popularity as being right. In reality, you 
can win and be wrong. You can be 
unpopular and still have a strong mes-
sage. But more importantly, you can win 
and still be unpopular. · 
Looking at how money influences tele-
vision afid how it influences elections, I 
think the progressives have got to devise a 
mechanism of competing in the electronic 
age. We are not doing very well at that 
right now. :-
People feel powerless and fatalistic. 
People aren't reading as m1Jch. They're 
turning off the television news. They don't 
read the newspapers as much. It's too 
depressing. It feels out of control. You 
need leadership to galvanize people and 
give them .hope, to map out a course for 
turning the picture around. We don't need 
to be fatalists. -
When you ran for the presidency of 
NOW, did you feel NOW had been lack-
ing that kind of leadership? I read that 
your campaign slogan was "Raise Hell." 
Yes. Some people accept the thesis that 
we 're going to the right. I reject that thesis. 
But, if you accept it, we are then told that 
in a right wing tide you have to change 
your tactics, become more conservative, 
speak softly, work behind the scenes. 
We 're told that we can't use the. tactics of 
the 60's. 
How come we can't use the tactics of 
the 60's, but the damn opposition can? It 
aggravates me to hear people say, "You 
can't march. You did that in the 60's. Mar-
tin Luther King did that." Well, aside 
from the fact that we marched in the 70's, 
not the 60's- they don't know anything 
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about the feminist movement-the right-
to-lifers are marching each year. And·then 
the same people who say we shouldn't 
march tell me we don't have the public 
because we don't have the people out 
marching. 
Then they start this nonsense, "The 
young aren't with you." Meanwhile, we 
change our tactics to doing things behind 
the scenes where the young can't partici-
pate even if they wanted to . Besides the 
fact, who will ever know if the young are 
with you because it's now a self-fulfilling 
prophecy. You never call an event so the 
young can't come to show you they're 
with you. 
~9ne of the major reasons I ran was I 
wanted a mass demonstration: I don't 
know if an election was ever run for a 
mass demonstration. This one was. I 
wanted a march. 
And you had one and everybody came! 
And everybody came! And so many 
people said , "You're going to call that and 
no one will come." Planned Parenthood 
National would not endorse. Why? They 
were afraid nobody would come. It would 
have been even bigger if they had. How 
big wpuld it have been if I didn't have to 
spend six months convincing people we 
could do it!?! How big would it have been 
if everybody had said , "Oh my god! This is 
the big one," and thrown in their time, 
money and encouragement? 
Instead, my biggest job was to bolster 
people up. I predicted, by the way, that we 
would get 200,000 people. I almost hit the · 
number. I had 125,000 people in Washing-
ton, 30,000 in L.A. If it hadn't rained , we 
would have hit it. And, it not only rained, 
it was a downpour with lightning, thunder, 
the works. · 
I didn't pick that number out of the sky. 
I am a professional organizer. I do know 
this business. I know damn well that my 
base for organizing today is bigger than it 
was in 1978 when I had 100,000 people. 
I've led more marches this big than any 
. person in the United States. I'll never 
forget these people who came to me. They 
said, "We've gone to the AFL-CIO and 
they tell us it11 take $3-million and one 
year's preparation." I asked, "How would 
they know?" They said that's how the 
Solidarity Day was done. I said, "They 
paid for those buses! My people pay for 
themselves." I can't afford to pay for 
buses. If I could buy buses, we would close 
Washington down! 
And that's what I want to do next. I 
want to close Washington down. I want a 
million people in those streets. I want to 
say, "Damnit. The women aren't going 
backwards. You get off our case. We're 
not going to outlaw abortions." In fact, 
that's what I want to call right after these 
elections. I'm only being good because I'm 
trying to win these abortion referendums. 
But after that, the heck with this. If we 
can't win an election, we're going to win 
by brute organizing, by numbers that are 
too big to ignore. 
We are picketing bishops right now as I 
speak all over the country. We're not get-
ting much press, but we're picketing them. 
The chair of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops has now agreed to meet 
with the local Youngstown chapter. Why? 
Because here he is in this little city, and 
he's got a down-home chapter who's out 
in that street saying he doesn't like women. 
I was just down in Massachusetts and I 
was told I couldn't mention the Catholic 
hierarchy opposition. I asked , "Why?" 
Everyone knows the church is opposed to 
abortion. I was told the church is popular. 
Well, whether or not the church is popular 
is not relevant. They're the leading oppo-
nents, everyone knows that, and on this 
question they are not popular. You have 
to start saying the obvious. The Emperor 
has no clothes. 
-
!just love Newsweek. In March we held 
the largest feminist gathering in the his-
tory of our country and of the world and 
they didn't write one word about it. This is 
accurate public reporting? Not one word. 
No, they had a whole page or two on 
the feminist movement's identity crisis. 
What was causing this identity crisis? 
They said we 've been "irrefutably a suc-
cess. "Essentially they declared victory for 
us so now we can all go home. They tried 
everything else to get us to stop. Remember 
when they declared the feminist move-
ment dead? That didn't work. So now 
they tell us we've won. 
Were not having an identity crisis. We 
just have so much to do we might disagree 
at times on the matter of how to do it. The 
agenda we totally agree on. There is so 
much agreement on the agenda that it is 
sometimes not interesting to discuss it. 
What we disagree on is how to get there, 
and we have a great deal of fun discussing 
it. 
The vibrance and the dynamism of a 
successful movement involves controversy. 
It 's when you don 't have controversy that 
you 're losing your spark. It 's when people· 
· don't think there's anything worth fight-
ing over that you have real problems. 
Do you have similar advice, Ellie, for the 
gay and lesbian movement, for the national 
gay and lesbian organizations? We see 
more work behind the scenes taking place. 
You can't win behind the scenes. People 
who win behind the scenes are large oil 
companies, banks and insurance compan-
ies. They use brute economic power. 
On the gay and lesbian issue, the impor-
tant thing is to convince large portions of 
the population of your numbers. It's one 
thing to say 12% or 15% of the population 
is gay. It's another thing for people to have 
to see it. . 
I believe the AIDS issue and the gay 
and lesbian issue must be worked into the 
progressive agenda in a way that people · 
understand how homophobia is used to 
divide and conquer people. It is used to 
control all people, not just lesbians and 
gays. People need to understand what the 
right wing and fascism is all about. I think 
the puhlic has forgotten what fascism is. 
They think it's Hitler running around. 
Fascism has been with us off and on 
throughout history. 'It is statism. It em-
powers the government to control indi-
viduals. lt uses religion. Remember, Mus-
solini and Hitler signed a concordat with 
the pope. It always uses fear. Why should 
people give this power to the state? Because 
the state will protect them, fascism says. 
Who is the boogeyman in this case? In this 
case, it's the commies. So Hitler built up 
armaments to save Europe from the com-
munists, the anti-god people who were 
coming from the East. 
There has to be another menace, how-
ever. You've got to have the menace from 
outside and the menace from within. You 
have to say to people, "You're crumbling 
from within from degradation, from the 
lack of morality." And that's where the 
gay issue comes in. You're the whipping 
persons. As you well know, the first peo-
ple the Nazis led into the gas chambers 
were homosexuals. It's a part of the syn-
drome. It is necessary to create the power 
and control of the state. You marginalize 
people, which is necessary for state control. 
I also think the progressives believe this 
is new for 1986. Progressives need to stop 
seeing feminism and the gay movement as 
separate, distinct, special interest move-
ments. 
You have always been criticized by some 
people for spending too much time on the 
ERA. Why is the ERA so special to you? 
I've worked most of my adult life, 
seventeen years, on the ERA. I didn't get 
involved in it, only because it was a moun-
tain to climb. It's because I believe one of 
the root evi ls of our society is sexism. In 
our system of government the Constitu-
tion has power. We can't win going law by 
law, statute by statute. I am convinced 
that reform takes place by changing be-
havior, not just by changing attitudes. I 
happen to believe that attitudes change 
faster with changes in behavior. One of 
the reasons people think differently of 
women is that they see them in different 
roles today. I want behavior to change 
and I want to mandate that change. I 
believe the most effective, sweeping change 
would be to change the Constitution to 
outlaw sex discrimination. 
Women are marginalized. We don't 
have political power. If we're going to get 
political power we have to have an ability 
to organize. The ERA is the most inclu-
sive issue we have. If we're going to reach 
many-and I'm a mass organizer-you 
need issues that have a broad organizing 
base. 
You can go for years in courtrooms and 
lose, point after point. I want a stronger 
tool. The laws aren't strong enough. 
There's too many loopholes. Is it a state 
agency? Is it not a state agency? Does it 
receive federal dollars? Does it not receive 
federal dollars? Does'it cover this, or that? 
I want a constitutional principle. 
I personally testified against the regula-
tions for Title IX. Why? In 1974 I knew 
what it said. The only way sex discrimina-
tion in education is outlawed is if the insti-
tution receives federal funding. Well, most 
of the elementary and secondary public 
schools where sexism is really rooted have 
very little federal funding. If this country 
does not believe in sex discrimination in 
education, why shouldn't it be prohibited 
in all public education? This country has 
got to settle this question, at least in prin-
ciple. Then we'll, of course, have to 
enforce it. 
'I'm ·not ashamed of my work on the 
ERA. In fact, I'm very proud of it. I also 
believe that in doing it I helped to create a 
very large feminist movement in this 
country. Our membership, by zeroing in 
on the issue, went from 35,000 to 220,000. 
But it also created a very politically con-
scious constituency. Lobbying for the 
ERA taught large numbers of feminists 
something about the political structure 
Restaurant 
they never would have learned any other 
way- that we're as. good as any of those 
guys inside. Also, we -got to see how it 
works. We started out awed by it, intimi-
dated by it. ~e then learned that we're just 
as good and a lot of us are now going 
inside. 
But most important, it created an abil-
ity to get rid of our naivete and to see we 
really need more fundamental solutions. 
How political movements are defeated is 
by the opposition leading you to limited 
approaches and making you lose the 
dream and the big picture. 
What has injured the labor movement, 
in my opinion, is, "Should we get $2.50, or 
$2.40, or $4.40?" Details. But the big pic-
ture was lost. Should retirement be 
nationalized or localized in companies? 
Should it be portable and go with the ---
employee, or stationary with the employer? 
Those big picture questions stopped and 
workers were robbed . They're being 
robbed all over the country today. Their 
pension pla6.s are being stolen. 
ERA makes you think of a big picture 
and big picture solutions must constantly 
be before the public. The progressive 
movement has been robbed of visionaries. 
We're always being told to be practical. 
We allowed our dream to be narrowed. In 
the first place, don't ever take advice from 
an opponent. They're the ones who always 
tell you to be practical. I would never give 
Phyllis Schafly good advice. I don't expect 
her to give me any. 
I said to people, "If I run again," 
because I didn't want to for a variety of 
reasons, "It's on my terms. I want to say 
things the way I see them and I don't want 
to be practical." I want to say publicly 
what I say in my shower. They're my best 
speeches. How the right-wing has really 
injured us is by commie-baiting us, by 
gay-baiting us, by making us defensive. 
We then change our vision. 
People lose their spirit when that happens. 
They lose their heart. 
Absolutely. You think it's all for nothing 
when your leadership makes no sense. 
The tougher my speeches are, the more 
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· Circumcision-Very Common, Rarely Necessary 
by R.J. Ba~ 
A three-year-old baby boy is taken from 
the nursery and strapped into a small chair. 
His diaper is removed, his penis and groin 
are swabbed with betadine solution, and a 
small plastic ring is placed tightly behind 
his glans , the tip of his penis. The skin 
around the glans is then cut off with a 
surgical scissors or scalpel. Some ointment 
is applied to the very tender glans. The 
. baby is crying; he has not been given any 
anesthetic . In the United States, this is cir-
cumcision, and it's performed on over one 
million infants a year. 
foreskin may have been commonplace.) 
Historically , some Christian cults wor-
shipped the Foreskin of Jesus . Because 
Jesus, a Hebrew, was circumcised , the 
Foreskin cultists believed that males had 
to be circumcised before they could enter 
Heaven. (The Holy Foreskin itself 
bounced around medieval Europe like a 
piece of the Holy Cross.) 
In the 1700s and 1800s, England ' s ar-
mies were colonizing many Moslem areas 
of India and Africa. The Moslems would 
retaliate against the English by circumcis-
ing the "infidel" soldiers they captured. 
One theory is that the English military 
responded to this by requiring the circum-
cision of their own soldiers, under the 
mistaken notion that it had som~ health , 
benefits. The Victorian era saw the advent 
of the belief that circumcision prevented 
masturbation and excessive lust. 
is more attractive or sexy . Many people 
have never even seen a penis in its natural , 
uncircumcised condition! Many adult men 
undergo · circumcision because of 
something called ''Locker Room Syn-
drome" .,..- in other words, peer pressure 
and the belief that a circumcised penis is 
more manly. (Sex researchers Masters and 
Johnson report absolutely no difference in 
penile sensitivity or performance between 
circumcised and uncircumcised men .) 
Some men become circumcised because 
their partners refuse to perform oral sex 
or just don't like the looks of an intact 
foreskin. Many people associate the 
foreskin with dirtiness, a throwback to the 
days when bathing was rare. Parents often 
decide to circumcise their infant sons so 
they will resemble their brothers or 
fathers, or to protect them from the 
possibility of later social ridicule - the 
At birth, the shaft and glans of the penis 
are separated by a groove called the sulcus, 
but the entire penis (shaft and glans) is 
covered by a continuous skin. The skin 
covering the glans is called the foreskin (or 
prepuce). Before birth, the fetal foreskin 
and glans are one tissue. Over time, the 
inner surfaces of the foreskin and glans 
begin to separate by shedding old skin 
cells. 
''The Holy Foreskin itself bounced around Medieval 
Europe like a piece of the Holy Cross.'' 
The foreskin's function is to protect the 
glans , which is very sensitive at birth and 
is easily irritated by urine and feces . The 
foreskin provides lifelong protection to the 
glans. The shedding of cells that begins -
before birth continues throughout life. In 
infancy this shedding helps to separate the 
foreskin from the glans, a process which 
may not be completed until a boy is bet-
ween three and ten years old. Once the 
foreskin and glans are fully separated, the 
foreskin can be pulled back, _or retracted . 
Retraction also occurs spontaneously with 
erections, in children as well as adults . 
Frequently, children retract their own 
foreskins while masturbating or exploring 
their sex organs. · 
Circumcision is the surgical removal of 
the foreskin of the penis. As many as 80% 
of infant boys in the United States are cir-
cumcised within a few days of their births. 
Circumcision is extremely rare in most of 
Europe, Asia, and South and Central 
Americas. In some African cultures, cir-
cumcision is performed on young men as 
a puberty or marriage ritual. (Some 
cultures also perform "female circumci-
sions," which actually remove the clitoris 
or otherwise mutilate the woman's sex 
organs.) 
In this country and elsewhere, circum-
cision is a religious ritual practiced by Jews 
and Moslems. However, it is now com-
monly believed that circumcision has 
almost no known health or medical benefit, 
except in very rare cases. Why then , is in-
fant circumcision still such a common 
practice here? 
Circumcision appears to have a long 
history . Evidence suggests that the prac-
tice dates back to the Stone Age. It was 
practiced by the Egyptian Nubians, and in 
Biblical. times , Abraham's covenant with 
God. included the circumcision of · all 
Hebrew males. This may have been done 
as a sacrifice to God, or to physically dif-
ferentiate between Hebrew and Gentile 
men. (Like many early rites and practices , 
it may have had a basis in health. Water 
was ~ valuable commodity that had to be 
carried; therefore, bathing was rare. Due 
to lack of hygiene, infections under the 
More recently,- it was thought that cir-
cumcised men were much less likely to 
catch sexually transmitted diseases or to 
develop cancer of the penis or prostate 
gland, and that their female sex partners 
were less likely to develop cancer of the 
cervix. It was also believed that circumci-
sion prevented phimosis, a condition where 
· the foreskin is too tight and cannot be 
retracted to expose the glans. The 
American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG) and the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) have studied 
the relationship between circumcision and 
the incidence of sexually transmitted 
disease_, phimosis, and cancers of the cer-
vix, penis, and prostat~ gland. Both 
organizations have issued official 
statements that there is no evidence to sup-
port the claims that infant circumcision has 
any medical benefits . According to 
ACOG, the risks of surgical complications 
resulting from circumcision are greater 
than the risk of penile cancer. In addition, 
both groups state that if uncircumcised men 
daily clean under their foreskins with soap 
and water, they run the same risk for penile 
cancer as men who are circumcised. Also , 
circumcised men are more prone to 
meatitis, an infection of the urinary open-
ing of the penis, and meatal stenosis, which 
causes narrowing of the urinary opening 
and painful or difficult urination. So, let'. s 
ask again, ''Other than religious reasons, 
why is circumcision such a common 
practice?" 
1 
Like other unnecessary forms of 
surgery, it is a quick and easy fee for the 
.doctor. Most insurance policies automat-
ically cover routine infant circumcision' 
even though it's not medically neeessary. 
Sometimes, parents are asked to,·decide 
whether or not to circumcise their child 
during the stress of checking into the 
hospital, or even during labor, or directly 
after the baby is born. This decision should 
be discussed by parents well in advance of 
the baby's birth if they expect to provide 
informed consent to the procedure. 
Another reason for circumcision is ac-
culturation and aesthetics. Many men (and 
women) believe that a circumcised penis 
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" Locker Room Syndrome" again. In these 
cases , circumcision substitutes for paren-
tal support and communication, and the 
fostering of self-esteem in children. 
If parents do decide to have the~r infant 
son circumcised, there are some medical 
reasons that would prevent the procedure. 
Circumcisions shouldn't be performed on 
infants who are under two days old, born 
prematurely, ill, unstable at birth, hemo-
philiac, or malformed, particularly if the 
penis is malformed. 
The surgical risks of circumcision are in-
fection , excessive bleeding, or injury to the 
penis. For this reason, it's not recom-
mended to have residents or trainees per-
form the circumcision. 
If an infant is circumcised, his glans will 
be very sensitive and raw for awhile. The 
circumcision will heal in about 7-10 days. 
Until healing is completed, diapers should 
be changed very frequently to prevent ir-
ritation and infection. 
Whether circumcised or not, a boy 
should have his penis washed as a part of 
routine hygiene. He should be taught to 
wash his own penis just as ·he washes his 
face, so that cleanliness is ij part of every-
day life. 
As skin cells are shed, they are squeezed 
out from under the foreskin , appearing as 
a cheesy subs~nce which can be washed 
away. It is not necessary to wash under a 
child's foreskin until it can be retracted. 
In fact, if the foreskin is forcibly retracted, 
the penis may bleed or be otherwise 
injured. 
In adulthood, a man should retract his 
foreskin and clean under it daily. Studies 
indicate that lack of cleanliness is a factor 
in the development of cancer of the penis. 
(This form of cancer is very rare in men 
who are circumcised and in uncircumcised 
men who wash under their foreskins .) 
When hygiene is poor, an uncircumcised 
man is also more likely to develop 
balanitis , an infection of the foreskin and 
glans. A bad case ofbalanitis might require-
circumcision. 
During puberty, special glands under the 
foreskin , called Tyson's Glands , produce 
an oily substance. This substance mixes 
with shed skin cells and constitutes 
smegma, which serves as a protective 
lubricant for the glans of the penis. · 
If a man has difficulty retracting his 
foreskin, cir if his foreskin is too tight to 
accommodate cleaning and erection, he 
should see a health care professiQnal. In 
rare cases , a man has phimosis requiring 
circumcision. More often, it is treatable by 
using a blunt probe to check under the 
foreskin to see if there is a problem, such 
as scar tissue , which is preventing retrac-
tion. (When circumcision is performed on 
children, adolescents, or adults, rather than 
infants, th" penis is usually anesthetized.) 
More and more parents are deciding that 
their children need not be circumcised. As 
more and more births occur in natural sur-
roundings, such as at home or in birthing 
centers , circumcision becomes less and 
less routine . 
There are also support and_ social groups 
for men who are not circumcised. There 
is a growing awareness that men who are 
not circumcised are attractive, sexual , and 
"real men." Some of these groups are 
gay-oriented. 
If you are interested in more informa-
tion on circumcision or on men who still 
have their foreskins , there are several 
resources: 
I 
BROCHURES ''Circumcision: A Per-
sonal Choice" (American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 600 
Maryland Ave. SW, Suite 300 East, 
Washington, D.C. 20024. Enclose a self-
addressed, stamped business envelope.) 
"Case Of The Uncircumcised Penis" 
(American Academy of 'Pediatrics , 
Publications Dept., PO Box 927, Elk 
Grove, IL 60007. Cost: 15C) "The Cir-
cumcision Decision" (Pennypress , 1100 
23rd Avenue East, Seattle, WA 98112 . 
Cost:_ 50C) 
GAY BOOKS Foreskin: Its Past, Its 
Present, &: ••• Its Future, by Bud Berkeley 
and Joe Tiffenbach . (published by Bud 
Berkeley, Box 2061 i; San Francisco, CA 
94126, $13.95, plus $2.00 shipping.) 
Foreskin Quarterly, Official Journal of the 
Uncircumcised Society of America, edited 
by Bud Berkeley (published by Alternate 
Publishing, 964 Folsom St., San Fran-
cisco, CA 94107, $10/yr. , sample copy 
$2.50). Bud Berkeley also edits a column 
in Drummer magazine called " Foreskin 
Update." This column offers history , 
medical info., sexual techniques, photos, 
and general advice regarding uncircum-
- cised men. 
OTHER BOOKS Circumcision: The 
Painful Dilemma, by Rosemary Romberg . 
(Somewhat homophobic , but has some 
good info on circumcision and its 
drawbacks. Written for parents.) Circum-
cision: An American Health Fallacy, by 
Edward Wallerstein. 
'GAY GROUPS Uncircumcised Society 
of America (USA) . Contact through 
Foreskin Quarterly. 
OTHER GROUPS: INT ACT, 4521 
Fremont Street, Bellingham, WA 98226 , 
Newborn Rights Society, Box 48, Peters, 
PA 19470. (Both of these groups are for 
parents and others who are concerned 
about infant circumcision .) 
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big picture, the more radical, the more I 
have people out of their seats. And the 
better I feel after the speech. My audiences 
are getting bigger and bigger on college 
campuses. 
They are concerned about jobs, but 
they like people who say it like it is, and, in 
my opinion, they're very progressive. 
They're interested in jobs because they're 
debt-ridden. It doesn't mean they're more 
conservative .. They're corning out of school 
with $10,000, $20,000, $40,000 in debts. 
They have to make money. It doesn't 
mean they're more conservative. The 
young know this_president is ill-informed. 
Our problem is political leaders are not 
willing to say it. -
"It's very important that we identify our 
opposition as what they are-not conser-
vatives, but reactionaries who want to 
return womt?n to a day of the past. 
I feel we are in a very, very serious 
struggle that has worldwide implications. 
We 're on the brink of being able to .take 
advantage of the best of science and free-
dom, yet some people want to keep up a 
discussion that should have been settled 
years ago. Certainly the position of women 
and minorities should have been settled 
years and years ago. Chief Justice Rehn-
quist and Associate Justice Scalia, by the 
way, especially Rehnquist, have a record 
of justifying and defending segregation. 
Can you imagin~? 
NOW spends a lot of time on electoral 
politics. Gay and lesbian organizations 
are also beginning to do that. We're learn-
ing about the political process from doing 
work on legislation. It's similar to what 
you were saying about the effect of the 
ERA on feminists. 
On the other side; we have those people 
who say we can't protest any more than 
we're already pl1)testing, that millions of 
people protesting does not stop missiles 
from being sent to Germany, for~xample: 
So how do we get social change? What 
do we do? Certainly electoral politics has 
its limitations. Do you have any words of 
wisdom? You say that masses can change 
things. 
But you can't do it by doing it once. If 
you did it once, you figured out how to do 
it. You better do it, do it, do it until they 






learners. They do not want to know your 
message. They want to ignore you. Theirs 
is a holding game. I sometimes think peo~ 
pie in power can 't get over what they get 
away with. 
The essence of organizing is to do it, do 
it, do it, do it. The more they screech 
about. you doing it, the more you know 
you hit a raw nerve. The more they tell 
you not to do it is when you should do it 
more. The truth of the matter is you never 
quite know when they're about to cave. 
You've got to keep organizing, but 
always thinking of new ways. You must 
improve your skills. You can't just always 
do it the way you did it last year. You have 
to think in terms of what is relevant. But 
· you must be visible. You must play to the 
people. You must not adopt the tactics of 
the power broke.r when you have no 
power. You must develop something to 
broke. 
I also think you must agitate your 
opposition, rattle them. One of the things 
I love to say right now is, "Why do we 
need to be Dem9crats or Republicans?" 
They don't like that. They'll immediately 
tell you a third party can't work. I'll say 
back to them, "Who's talking about a 
third party? Why three? Why not four or 
five? Why do I need to give you my sup-
port? What are you offering us?" Nothing. 
That is the truth. I've got the Democrats 
defeating my bills in the House, or, if not 
in the House, in the Senate. There's no 
leverage. I don't like this game. If I'm 
agitated by the game, I've got to figure 
something out to make tl)em agitated. 
I think we all make the same mistake. 
Women are not challenging the lifestyles 
of men. Gays are not challenging the life-
styles of heterosexuals. They must be chal-
lenged. You can only get off the defensive 
if you question what the standard 1s. If the · 
standard is monogamy, the picket fence in 
suburbia, no questions asked, then every-
one else is marginalized. Well, it's not that 
good a standard. We haven't shown them 
for the hypocrites they ¥e. The Bibl 
knows nothing about going to the moon. 
It was written 2000 years ago. It does not 
have all the answers. We don't put them 
on the defensive. We don't say, "It's old-
fashioned, outrageous, mean-spirited." . 
- Instead, we try to answer them in their 
terms; we try to out-love them, out-this 
and out-that them. 
We have to come to grips with what 
we're going to do so victory_will be in ou_r 
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lifetime. So often we are told in this kind 
of work that we have to be content with 
just being an important step in progress. 
After all, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Susan B. Anthony lived long lives, into 
their 80's, and they didn't even get to see 
the first step of the{r wave of feminism-
women 's right to vote. So our work, we 
have always said to ourselves, has to be 
one in which were willing to commit a 
lifetime and we may not see any of our 
ultimate goals. 
When I first started in NOW, I sort of 
liked that analysis because it gave me 
.heart and comfort. I'm no longer content 
with that. I don't believe anybody should 
be asked to give your life, the whole of it, 
and not even dream of winning those 
goals in your lifetime. 
But more importantly, I believe that 
time is running out. We are not in a tran-
quil world. We have a world ln which we 
have enough weaponry to blow us all off 
the face of ii'. We have a world in which 
there's ma:ts starvation, a world in which 
many cannot and will not wait. I-believe 
we have a world in desperate need of 
womens leadership, a world in which we 
must not take a back seat. If we take a 
back seat, those priorities we believe so 
important are not only underfunded, but 
denigrated. 
There's one more important reason: 
Why should we? Why should we wait 
when at our fingertips is the power? Why 
should we wait when we have the organi-
zational ability, the communications abil-
ity to turn around the priorities for all 
humanity? Why should we put blinders 
on ourselves when, indeed, we can lead 
today? 
Our great job is to turn the tide against 
the right wing today . . . This country and 
this world cannoi afford a romanticiza-
tion with the past.that is based upon not 
only lies and deception, but human misery. 
What would you like to accomplish be-
tween now and when youi; ~rm ends in 
1987? 
I'd like to pass the ERA in Vermont, 
defeat the anti-abortion referendums in 
Massachusetts, Oregon, Rhode Island and 
Arkansas. I'd like to defeat the AIDS 
resolution in California, (to) be a part of 
that victory. I'd like to put a global aspect 
on this movement and make that firmly 
entrenched. I'd like to get NOW out of 
debt and back on a growth cycle, to 
change our format and enter the elec-
tronic age-radio, cable television, a com-
puter bulletin board. . 
I feel NOW must be willing to stream-
line .. The feminist· movement is modeled 
after women's organizations at the turn of• 
the century. They're constitutionally weak. 
No one has the power to turn off the light 
switch. It gets ridiculous. You don't have 
any ability to do what you say you 're 
going to do. You never even get a chance 
to try because you're constantly debating. 
I got elected in July 1985. I don't go into 
office until September. I had to not only . 
get eleeted, I had to get a majority of the 
executive committee, three out of five. We 
only won three out of five, so tlie execu-
tive committee was divided. 
Then, from July 1985 to July 1986 I 
worked with a board that was opposed to 
me because the board elections didn't take 
place until spring. I had to work one year 
on their budget, a budget I ran against! 
/ 
r: 
They wouldn't give me the budget. 
lost time. I would not have dcine things the 
way I had to do them. And I didn't want 
to create a constitutional crisis. I didn't 
want one whole year of fighting. So I got 
as many changes as I could get. They 
voted me down on changes, not because 
they represented a constituency, because 
they were representing their viewpoint 
which they had lost on. They didn't give 
me a chance for my viewpoint. I don't 
want those by-laws that have a lag like 
that. It's ridiculous. Does tl)e pub~c know 
I really didn't become president until a 
month ago? They don't know that. 
There's things that I know should be 
done and I still don't have the power to do 
· them. People say, "You 're .a power mani-
ac." I'm not a power maniac. I said I'd do _J 
a job. Now give me the damn power to do 
this job. I don't like frustration. It's too 
slow. The clock is ticking on me like every-
body else. I refuse to not see some of the 
things I envision get at least a fair chance. 
If I had not gotten the march through the 
conference when I got elected, we would 
not have had the march. I couldn't have 
gotten it through that board. 
Another thing I'd like to see is a market-
ing department. We have no marketing 
department within NOW. Can you imagine 
a major insurance company with no mar-
keting department? If our marketing de-
·partment- which would be advertising, 
reaching people, recruiting-was verx 
sophisticated and developed, our budget 
would be$ I 00-rnillion. I feel NOW should 
be as big as the National Rifle Associa-
tion. Some business techniques should 
not be viewed as hostile. They're just 
tools. 
The major thing we do wrong in pro-
gressive causes is think in terms of what 
we're going to do for the world in organiz-
ing. That's great and we need to do that, 
but we also have to think about how we're 
going to get the ability to do it. You have 
to have a mechanism of getting to your 
agenda. We don't put enough of our 
resources o.n the mechanisfu once we have 
a vision .. 
... it is becoming even clearer to thos~ 
of us who are committed to women's 
rights, civil rights, and human progress 
that we cannot rely on any qvenue of 
government to give us our rights· or to 
guarantee QJ,lr rights. Ultimately the power 
resides with us. Nobody gives people their 
rights, They take them because they com-
mand them. 
... I know that more people are raising 
hell these days because of what we have 
done in the past twenty years. I know 
down deep that will make the difference 
for progress. We can rely on no political 
party, no institu,tion of government .to 
open the doors. We must push them open 
ourselves. We need to take more and 
more different avenues, but we can neve; 
lose our militance. 
. . . We have a long way t o go. But I do 
believe we have more confidence in our 
ability to go Qn that road. Our real fight is 
not just with the opposition, but with the 
confidence within each of us. We can win 
this fight. We are not a small minority 
group. We are the wave of the future. I 
think we should Just map out that future 
and go for it. Go for it! 
******** 
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They're Herie: Lesbian Sex Videos and Periodicals 
Are Feminists Against Pornography Watching? 
/ 
by Barbara Leclerc 
The traditional feminist critique of por-
nography can be described as one of con-
tent because feminists have directed 
criticism at the 'specific kinds of actions 
that occur within pornographic films and 
magazines. Actions deemed inegalitarian , 
especially those involving male domination 
and female submission, have been criti-
cized as depicting " violence against 
women. " Because the word "violence" 
implies noncohsent, its use by feminists in 
reference to pornography reveals their 
unstated assumption about women: if 
women were in a position to choose freely 
without male influence, they would engage 
only in those actions deemed egalitarian. 
The arrival of sex videos and periodicals 
made by and for lesbians exposes the in-
accuracy of this assumption as they often 
portray unequal types of sex. One lesbian 
video called Private Pleasures, (Blush Pro-
ductions, 1985), for example, depicts 
gender role-playing, which according to 
the traditional critique is inegalitarian and 
therefore, objectionable. In response to this 
discrepancy, feminists who espouse the 
traditional critique have attempted to pro-
tect its integrity by explaining why some 
women WiOuld voluntarily engage in in-
egalitarian sex acts. They have argu~ that 
these womeH have internalized and 
eroticized the oppressive social and 
economic inequalities existing between 
men and women in our society. What now 
becomes clear, however, is that these 
feminists are not criticizing pornography, 
but rather, the desire to engage in a par-
ticular type of sex, a desire that has mere-
ly used what they call pornography as a 
vehicle to express itself. Ironically, by· at-
tempting to make the traditional critique 
airtight and uncriticizable its supporters 
have revealed its most serious weakness -
that it isn't a critique o{ pornography at all. 
Th~ traditional feminist critique is 
flawed because it is a critique of content. 
When criticizing content feminists are 
merely criticizing what is associated with 
pornography and not its essence, not what 
defines it or distinguishes it from that 
which is not pornography. Consider a 
hypothetical example of a rape documen-
tary that contains violent, graphic footage . 
While the . footage would certainly be 
depicting violence against women, it is 
recognized by everyone to be fundamen-
tally different from pornography. What 
distinguishes this rape documentary from 
pornography is not its. content, but instead , 
the intent of its creator. 
It is clear to me that any sound critique 
of pornography must be a critique of in-
tent. For the purpose of criticizing por-
nography, I will define what I believe is 
the pornographer's intent - the creation 
of sexual material solely to make money. 
To criticize this intent, it is necessary to 
focus on the limitations of creating simp-
ly to make a profit. One limitation, which 
distinguishes pornography from art, is the 
preclusion of a transference of meaning 
from the creator to the viewer via the por-
nographic material . If the sole motivation 
is to make money, the pornographer will 
have no inclination to imbue what s/he 
creates with meaning from his/her own ex-
perience. Pornography, then, is not a 
reflection of its creator's soul·or psyche, 
but rather, a reflection of what its -creator 
anticipates the viewei: will want to buy. In 
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contrast, ~rt is an expression of the artist ;s 
psyche and it thereby has the potential to 
act as a vehicle to transfer meaning from 
the artist to the appreciator . While the 
possibility of intimacy between the ap-
preciator and the artist always exists, the 
viewer of pornography will never achieve 
intimacy with the pornographer. 
A critique of intent is radically different 
from a critique of content in that it aban-
dons the use of visual criteria by which 
specific films , videos or magazines can be 
j udged pornographic and therefore, objec-
tionable. It recognizes that the creator' s in-
tent cannot necessarily be accurately con-
strued from the appearance of his/her 
material. Supporters of a critique of con-
tent might consider this a shortcoming • 
because it renders the viewer powerless to 
de_termine by sight which specific pieces 
of existing material are pornographic and 
Fatale Films presents 
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which are not. This perceived shortcom-
ing, however, is actually the saving grace 
of the critique of intent. If someone who 
espoused a critique of intent attempted to 
define a specific piece of material as por-
nographic on the .basis of its appearance, 
s/he would have to make an assumption 
about the intent of its creator. But, an 
assumption is not a fact and can always be 
debated. Consequently, any criticism · 
based on an assumption is subjective , 
which means that any two viewers could 
conceivably judge the same piece of 
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mater4tl very differently because they each 
have made different, but equally plausible, 
assumptions about its creator's intent. It 
becomes clear, then, that a statement of 
criticism derived from the appearance of 
a piece of material is a statement about the 
criticizing subject and not about the 
material under criticism. A critique of in-
tent that refuses to abandon appearance as 
a. criterion of judgment is flawed in the 
same way that the critique of content is 
flawed; it fails to make statements of 
criticism about the material it sets out to 
criticize. 
I don't want to be misunderstood. My 
support of a critique of intent does not im-
ply my support of a common feminist ob-
jection to the traditional feminist critique 
of pornography - that what is believed to 
be the depiction of violence against women . 
in pornography is merely a "symptom" 
of the • 'real'. problem of violence directed 
against women in their daily lives. This ob-
jection is invalid because it "incorrectly sug-
gests that the distinction between symp-
toms and problems exists prior to people 
employing it. In fact, people create the 
distinction to achieve particular ends. In 
the present case, feminists created it to 
justify opposition to using the law to 
regulate pornography . They argued that 
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nography is just a symptom, outlawing 
pornography will not eliminate the 
violence women experience daily. While 
it is most likely true that feminist-initiated 
laws against pornography will not 
eliminate the violence against women that 
occurs in three dimensional space, it must 
be acknowledged that laws against rape 
and sexual harassment have not eliminated 
their respective problems either. By the 
same logic that feminists have used to op-
pose laws against pornography, a person 
·could advocate the elimination of laws 
against rape and sexual harasstbent by 
claiming that they are mere symptoms of 
yet, a larger problem. 
If feminists are to categorize the rape and 
sexual harassment that women experience 
daily as problems, they must also, to be 
consistent, categorize the depiction of 
violence against women in pornography as 
a problem. Assuming that depictions of 
violence against women in pornography 
actually exist, I consider them problematic . 
However, I do not support legislation 
, against pornography because its depict_ions 
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gay violence and found that 90% of the 
nearly 2 , 100 respondents had experienced 
some type of victimization because of their 
sexual orientation. 
The Violence Project recently released 
a summary of local and regional violence 
and discrimination surveys which indicated 
that at least 2 ,042 acts of violence against 
gay men and lesbians were reported in 
1985 by organizations in 44 communities 
across 31 states. · 
In addition to Berrill and Gravel , other 
members of the gay and lesbian communi-
ty testifying included Diana Christensen , 
executive director of San Francisco's 
Community United Against Violence; 
David Wertheimer, director of the New 
York City Gay and usbian Anti-Violence 
Project; Joyce Hunter from the Institute for 
the Protection of Gay and Lesbian Youth; 
and Kathleen Sarris , a lesbian activist from 
Indianapolis, and Ed Hassell from 
Washington , D.C ., two survivors of 
homophobic violence. 
Also presenting testimony were New 
York City law enforcement officials and 
a representative from the Manhattan 
District Attorney ' s office and the 
American Psychological Association . The 
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance was 
among the many organizations, both gay 
and non-gay , across the country that sub-
mitted written testimony. 
Referring to Maine' s key witness, Ber-
rill said, "Bob was eloquent. " Berrill told 
Our Paper that he wanted Gravel's 
testimony because it emphasized how 
police are not. always responsive to anti-
-· 
gay/lesbian violence. "His case is an ex-
treme example of what can happen when 
law enforcement officials do not act, " Ber-
rill said. He added, "After listening to 
Bob's testimony before the subcommittee, 
I am convinced he'd be dead today if he 
didn't have a gun that night." Law en-
forcement officials must respond better to 
the problem , says Berrill , so as to prevent 
such tragedies from occurring. 
In his written testimony to the commit-
tee , Gravel said he complained fifteen 
times to the police. " They seemed upset 
at me. One office·r told me to stay home . 
Another told me I should move , ' ' Gravel 
w rote. 
Four months after the shooting, the same 
men came to his home shouting and throw-
ing objects at his apartment windows. 
Gravel again called the police only to be 
told , he said , " You' ll have to understand 
these guys will go out and get drunk and 
start thinking about what you did to their 
friend ." Eventually Gravel did move out 
of town. 
Gravel told Our Paper that at, the hear-
ing he heard of many attacks on gays and 
lesbians to which there was no action taken 
by police. 
" My life has been changed for the 
worse," Gravel said , citing his loss of job 
and family ties after being forced to leave 
Lewiston, outstanding legal fees, and emo-
tional difficulties. 
''I was forced from my home. I'm ear-
ning $100 less a week than at my former 
job. But the most severe damage to me was 
emotional ," Gravel said in his written 
testimony. ' ' I cannot believe I had to kill 
to live free .' ' 
Despite a fear of crowds and having 
never before flown in a plane, Gravel 
agreed to testify in Washington because, 
as he stated, " I don't ever want it to J:iap-
pen to other people:" He continued, 
'' When I was done I cried out of relief that 
someone had finally heard us. I was im-
pressed with the congressmen because they 
looked so caring and they listened." 
While in D.C., Gravel was interviewed 
in the NGLTF offices by CBS for a news 
spot which aired on October 20. He also 
participated in a picket of the Supreme 
Court organized to express outrage at the 
Bowers v. Hardwick decision which upheld 
Georgia ' s sodomy law. 
Gravel was struck by the dedication and 
commitment of the NGL TF staff. " They 
worked feverishly," he told Our Paper, 
'' the phones ringing every five minutes, 
sometimes three or four calls at once, 
recording incidents, giving advice, writing 
letters, setting up events ." 
Gravel continued, ''I think everyone 
should join organizations like the Task 
Force and MLGPA . I , fo r one, took 
organizations like those for granted , but 
now more than ever I see that these peo-
ple are really out there fighting for all o f 
us ." 
According to Berrill , NGLTF may pur-
sue anti-gay crime statistics bill which 
would mandate the collection of data on 
assaults and other crimes motivated by 
anti-gay/lesbian bigotry . The U.S. House 
of Representatives passed a bill providing 
for the collection of data on crimes stem-
ming from racial , ethnic, and religious pre-
judice, but gay and lesbian activists were 
unsuccessful in lobbying for an amendment 
to include homophobic violence in that bill. 
Other recommendations made to the 
subcommittee by NGLTF were the estab-
lishment of programs to improve relations 
between local police and the gay and les-
bian community, the provision of support 
services and financial assistance for sur-
vivors of homophobic violence, educa-
tional programs in schools , churches and 
communi.tif;s addressing homophobia 
which leads to violence, the passage of 
civil rights protections for lesbians and gay , 
men, and the repeal of all laws criminaliz-
ing consensual sex between adults of the 
same gender. 
"We have a long row to hoe," Berrill 
said. "This is only a beginning . " 
~HOLID:A YS, HOLIDA.Y~S~-HOLIDAYS ~ 
the · 
un er roun 
portland, me 
Annual Christmas - Chanukah Party .. 
Sunday December 21st 
Food, Cocktails~ Music, Mistletoe and a Great Time 
This is a holida_y party for staff ~nd public 
Join us for prizes and su.r.prises '· 
BIGGEST BASH 
of the year is on New Year's Eve!! 
Party favors, The best sounds of 1986, 
and, of course, an end to a 
Fab11lous Year!! 
Tickets on sale now 
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You ~'t Take the Camp Out of Camden 
by R.J. Blessington 
When it comes to camp, Boston has 
Michael Bronski; San Francisco has 
Armistead Maupin; New York has Andy 
Warhol, but Maine (the state that's putting 
lobsters on its license plates) has the town 
of Camden. A lot of people in Portland, 
the people who love the ads for Alberta's 
restaurant, think of "camp" as the fami-
ly's summer cottage on Sebago Lake . 
Well, I don't want to offend you "up-
westers,'' but the true fact is that you have 
not seen Maine camp till you've seen 
Presque Isle's giant milk carton, or until 
you've been to Rangeley- "Halfway Bet-
ween The North Pole And The Equator,'' 
or until you observe the coronation of 
Union's Blueberry Queen. But, that's 
Maine camp, and it's all been given the 
once-over by Maine Times, I'm sure. 
Because, you see, harbored in a tranquil, 
scenic, photogenic, Peyton-sort-of-place, 
where the mountains meet the sea, etc., 
etc., is Maine's secret citadel of camp: 
Camden. 
You may think of Camden as the retire-
ment home of most of the CIA, the town 
Edna St. Vincent Millay moved away 
from, or the final shot in a Mercury Topaz 
car commercial, but you'd be semi-wrong. 
For one thing, Camden has more 
Closeted Gay Residents .Per Capita than 
any town in New England, with the possi-
ble exception of Newport, Rhode Island. 
(CGRPS statistics courtesy of several 
waitresses and bartenders.) 
And another thing - in Camden, you 
can buy a harmonica shaped like a giant 
lobster claw, but only in season. 
And one more thing - since 1957, 
Camden has been the home of Kay 
Aldridge Tu~ker Cameron Nasland, -also 
known as Kay Aldridge, also known as 
Nyoka. 
Kay Aldridge, a fashion model and ac-
tress of the '30s and '40s, has been writ-
ten up many times, so if you want to know 
more about her, go to the library . What 
I want to tell you about is Nyoka, and how, 
when the Bay View Street Cinema showed 
''Nyoka And The Secret Tablets Of Hip-
pocrates," who should appear in a cloud 
of perfume but Kay Aldridge herself, the 
ever-elegant former grade-B movie star. 
Ms. Aldridge, expensively coiffed and 
dressed in silk evening dress, black coat 
with fur collar, and pearls, gave a brief, 
witty talk about her annual "come-back," 
the time the Kennedy Center showed 
"Nyoka," and how her grandchildren 
respected her more after seeing a videotape 
of gramma being boiled in oil, gramma 
falling off a cliff, gramma swinging over 
a pit of flaming tar, and so on. She in-
troduced personal friends scattered 
throughout the sparse audience, and then 
urged us to boo and hiss when the evil 
Vultura was on screen and to applaud and 
cheer each time she, Nyoka, was trium-
phant. Then, with the wisdom of a woman 
who knows just when she' s almost gotten 
tiresome, she sat down with some friends 
in the back of the theatre, and the movie 
began. 
(I'm told that when the Bay View has 
shown "Nyoka" movies in the past, 
Aldridge has been carried out of the theatre 
by a "gorilla" after her little speech. Sure 
wish I'd seen that!) 
"Nyoka And The Secret Tables Of Hip-
pocrates" is a black-and-white compilation 
of 1941 adventure serials, re-edited to form 
a single film. When originally released, the 
serials had titles like "The Perils Of 
Nyoka," and "Nyoka And The Tiger 
Men." 
Some film historians theorize'lliat the 
Nyoka adventures were the inspiration for 
' 'Raiders Of The Lost Ark," and I believe 
it. The falling boulders, runaway trains, 
clever animal tricks and diminutive side-
kicks are mixed with a heady ~ose of 
racism, colonialism, sexism, and guns-a-
blazing violence. The niain difference bet-
ween "Raiders" and " Nyoka" is that the 
latter didn't have to carry a PG-13 rating· 
in those days, the Hays Office took car; 
of our cinematic morality. 
Nyoka is a young white woman whose 
scientist father was lost on an expedition 
to what clearly looks like the scrub coun-
try of southern California, but it's called -
''Africa.'' Nyoka has been raised here by 
natives and is wise in the ways of the land 
and its people. She is particularly friendly 
with Bedouins, who perhaps are responsi-
ble for teaching her how to wear make-up 
and set her hair. 
Nyoka battles hostile forces as diverse 
as Arab antique pirates , gorillas, the 
previously mentioned Tiger Men, and the 
evil queen Vultura, who is quite a hot 
ticket and nasty , nasty , nasty . As played 
by Lorna Gray , Vultura slinks around in 
a fantastically tight dress with snakes wind-
ing around strategic areas of her body , 
plotting disaster, torture, and general 
horribleness . 
Nyoka, meanwhile, is assisting an ex-
pedition of doctors who are trying to 
retrieve the lost golden tablets of Hip-
pocrates, which contain the secrets to the 
cure for - get this - cancer. The expedi-
tion is being led by young Dr. Grey son, 
a pistol-packing hunk in jodhpurs, played 
by Clayton Moore. So if you ever wanted 
to see the Lone Ranger without his mask, 
this film is a must see. 
On the way from here to there, Nyoka 
encounters a series of adventures similar 
to ''The Perils Of Pauline,'' but she takes 
everything in stride. Her wonderful 
WORK GLOVES FOR WOMEN 
women's sizes S-M-L "" 
fined & unlined suede pigskin 
also 
culotte-type outfit, with fringed pockets 
and Joan Crawford shoulders, suggests a 
stylish, pre-"Out Of Africa" sporty look. 
Nyoka's culottes are practical, as are her 
matching anklets and shoes, but her sim-
ple outfit is dominated by a big leather 
holster, complete with handgun and jungle 
knife. 
Nyo~a rides a horse, fights like a man, 
and loves to shoot her gun. At no time does 
she play sissy, although she is rescued 
several times by you-know-who - Dr. 
Greyson. Interestingly, they never em-
brace, kiss, or express romantic interest in 
each other. In this respect, Nyoka is a bit 
like Tarzan without Jane, which is fine 
with me, as I was always jealous of Jane, 
anyway . 
Unfortunately , not only does "Nyoka 
And The Sec.ret Tablets Of Hippocrates" 
typify our worst attitudes about Africans 
Arabs, other people of color and differen; 
cultures, women, and colonial machismo; 
it is also not very well written, acted, 
directed, or edited. At one hundred 
minutes, "Nyoka" is about forty minutes 
too long. If Kay Aldridge had not been 
adding live sound effects - .blood-curdling 
screams, in particular - from the back 
row, I probably would've failen asleep . 
But I didn't, and it was fun, and the kids 
loved it, and they didn't understand who 
the old lady was who talked s0 much 
before the movie started. 
So, take a hike, Sisters Of Perpetual In-
dulgence! Break a leg, Ballet Trocadero Of. 
Monte Carlo! Up yours, Mardi Gras! You 
can give plot summaries for all 39 episodes 
of' 'Star Trek;'' you can play with Barbie 
dolls; you can even date an Apache 
transvestite, but you're no connoisseur of 
camp till you've been to Camden, Maine 
and seen "Nyoka And The Secret Tablets 
Of Hippocrates!'' · 
An Alternate Approach 
continued from page 5 
Christianity's current idealization of the 
heterosexual married state is a rank perver-
sion of the gospel's liberating "good 
news" message. The present Christian 
glorification of the heterosexual married 
state flies in the face of sixteen-hundred 
years of Christian tradition. In that tradi-
tional practice the single (unmarried) state 
was held to be the divine calling of men 
and women. The official stance of the vast 
Roman communion remains the same 
today. 
First year seminarians know that a 
postulate which flies in the face of both 
scripture and tradition is indeed very 
dubious. The idealization of heterosexual 
marriages in Chr_istianity does both. 
T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIRTS 
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REVIEW 
Silverglass, by J .F. Rivkin., 
New York: Ace Fantasy Books, 1986 
186 pp., $2.95 paper. 
by Kathryn Baptista 
Perhaps the most significant aspect of 
Silverglass is not the book at all, but a 
review of it by Piers Anthony that the 
publisher cut when quoting it on the book's 
cover: 
Anthony's original quote stated, "It's 
fun to see a tall, handsome, hard-fighting, 
hard-drinking, womanizing barbarian hero 
- who is female.'' And of course, when 
Ace quoted' him on the front cover of the 
book, they left out the word 
''womanizing." 
Anyway, Anthony is right; Silverglass 
is fun. It centers around two powerful 
woman characters, Corson brenn Torisk 
a beautiful barbarian warrior, and. Lad; 
Nyctasia Selescq Rhaicime, a sorceress 
from wealthy family that seeks revenge 
when she refuses to marry the man of their 
choice. Nyctasia hires Corson as a 
bodyguard, and the women begin an 
adventure toget~e,r. 
Most books in the sword and sorcery 
genre involve a strong hero and many 
weak wenches demanding rescue. 
Silverglass manages to avoid those cliches. 
Co~son is a tough, stro?g fighter who, 
unlike most of the people m her world, can 
read, and Nyctasia is a smart magician 
who, in a pinch, can fight . The male 
characters range from Nyctasia's enemies 
to Corson's sometime-lover Steifann who 
perfectly happy to stay in his saloon and 
worry about Corson, rather than involve 
himself in adventure. The sexuality in their 
world is laid-back - both women have 
male lovers, but that doesn) keep them 
. from flirtations and encounters with other 
men or women, including each other. 
As Corson and Nytasia struggle with 
their enemies 'and their relationship with 
each other, the reader has a lot of fun. And 
as the book's publicity promises that this 
is number one in the Corson and Nyctasia 




by Nancy McCallum 
It ' s probably not too cool to admit that 
I watch the ''Golden Girls'' on a regular 
basis, because that means I must be spen-
ding a lot of Saturday nights in front of the 
television set , but, there you have it. At 
least I won't admit to watching " Star 
Search. " 
Last Saturday I. was particularly glad I 
was home watching the tube , though , 
rather than out indulging in decadent social 
activities. I witnessed a real milestone for 
prime-time television: an entire episode of 
the "Golden Girls" that was devoted to· the 
issue of lesbianism. 
More specifically, one of the characters, 
(Dorothy), had an old college friend , ales-
bian, come to visit for a week. At the 
outset only Dorothy and her mother, Sofia, 
knew the big secret. By the show's end, 
Dorothy's friend , Jean, had a crush on 
Rose, one of Dorothy 's roommates , and 
the other roommate, Blanche, a raging , 
man-hungry heterosexual , also discovered 
that Jean was a lesbian. 
The show was-outstanding because it ad-
dressed the i'ssues realistically, directly and 
humorously . It's important to note that the 
humor was not comprised of cheap jokes 
made at the expense of the lesbian; rather, 
the humor reflected the whole situation and 
the interaction between four straight 
middle-aged and elderly women who are 
not accustomed to having a lesbian in their 
midst. 
Sofia, Dorothy's mother , and a woman 
given to extreme frankness, was perhaps 
the most matter-of-fact about Jean's les-
bianism. In her view, lesbians just have a 
different preference, and as she said in her 
analogy, " . . . some people like cats and 
some people lik~ dogs." She added, " Me, 
I'd rather live with a lesbian than with a 
cat." 
The best scene may have been when 
Blanche came upon Dorothy and Sofia 
laughing because Jean had a crush on 
Rose, and Rose, in her usual naive state , 
was totally oblivious. When Blanche 
pressed the two to tell why they were 
laughing, Sofia told her that for openers, 
Jean was a lesbian. 
Blanche was confused and not amused, 
and said that she even knew one: Danny 
Thomas. When told the difference between 
someone who is Lebanese and someone 
who is a lesbian, she was slightly taken 
aback. Then, putting on her biggest man-
chasing pout, and primping herself, she 
said, "I can't believe Jean would pick Rose 
over me.'' She then asked Dorothy, 
" Now, if you had to choose between me 
and Rose, who would you pick?" Jealousy 
knows no gender preference. 
Blanche also served to make a couple of 
points. She said with dismay to Sofia and 
Dorothy that Jean was an attractive woman 
who could have any man she wanted. 
Dorothy said simply that Jean does not ' 
want a man. More than once, the point was 
made that Jean was not deficient because 
she did not pursue ~en, but that she just 
preferred women. Amen. 
The only criticism I had was that the 
show was not publicized enough. The t. v. 
section I had did not contain a plot sum-
mary, but then , neither- did several other 
NBC programs scheduled for that night. 
I also noticed there was not the usual plug 
on the earlier shows, the little teasers 
designed to keep viewers tuned in . 
In retrospect, maybe that wasn't so bad. 
Although more gay people might have 
turied in, given some advance notice, 
, : maybe fewer hets would have watched it, 
had they kn~wn. Hopefully, a lot of Mid-
dle America, the Cosby crowd, was sitting 
expectantly in front of the set, snacks in 
hand, smiles ready , waiting for the in-
evitable laughs the "Golden Girls" trig- -
ger. Maybe some of them were shocked, 
annoyed, uncomfortable or upset, but 
maybe some of them found tfiemse ves 
laughing, too, when Blanche confirmed 
that Danny Thomas is, in fact, a lesbiail . 
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by Fred Berger 
"Before Stonewall," the do.cumentary film about American gay life before 1969 
will be shown Tuesday, December 16 from 9-10:30 p.m. on the Maine Public Broad~ 
casting System. 
. Th~ film gi_ves a picture of gay life prior to the modern gay rights movement through 
mterv1ews with men and women who lived through the '20s, '30s, '40s and '50s. It 
documents the monumental changes - in the direction of freedom - for gay men and 
lesbians caused by the societal dislocations of WWII and the subsequent retrenching 
and extreme homophobia of the immediate postwar period. 
Besides using film clips, songs, home movies, and snapshots of ordinary people, 
the documentary presents interviews with well-known contemporary figures including 
~udre Lorde and Allen Ginsberg. Founders of the earliest gay and lesbian organiza-
t10ns; The Mattachine Society and The Daughters of Bilitis, also talk about the found-
ing of those organizations. 
Throughout we are impressed with the strength and good humor of these ''pioneers'' 
who were able to maintain a positive gay identity in a time of harsh repression. 
"Before Stonewall" was produced by Greta Schiller, John Scagliotti, and Robert 
Rosenberg and directed by Greta Schiller. The film is narrated by Rita Mae Brown . 
Classifieds 
G WM 28, new to southern Maine area 
would like to share sport activities such as 
jogging, camping, x-country skiing and 
snow shoeing with other gay men between 
25-35. Mature, educated, positive men 
aware of themselves and others are 
welcomed to reply. Write advertisP-r #27, 
c/o Our Paper, P.O. Box 10744, Portland, 
Me. 04104. 
Hairy Men! National adlists for bears and 
smooth or hairy trappers! If you love fur , 
this is the list! Information? Send $2.00 to: 
MAN-HAIR, 59 West 10th St. , NYC, 
10011. 
Valerie is now available to sing carols 
and more, at your Christmas party. 
Reasonable rates. Call now at 799-8744. 
Woman to Woman! Interested in meeting 
new friends, companions, or someone 
special? Call Woman to Woman --:- the · 
personalized introduction· service for les-
bians at 603-882-6670 after 12 noon . 
weekdays. 
. The 'rate for · clauifieds · is $4 for 30 
iwords, lOt for each additional word. For 
:persoriala .wlci $'l for handling: All ada 
muat be prepaid. Mail ada to Our Po.per, 
P.O. Box 10744, Portland, ME 0'104. We 
ask that you not uee sexually explicit 
language in your personals. Reeponses 
to personals will not be openetl by Our 
Paper and will be forwarded to you twice 
monthly. · · · 
ATTN: GAY MEN AND LESBIANS 11 
A.re you interesw.d. in ~tilU) quaLity people 
who share your interests and atti.tu.des? 
1'.lhy w~. any more, precious ti,rrn:, and tt10
1
ncy 
rnndomL~t sc«m1itt9 Jor c'ompe\tiblc pc.op{e? 
CctlL - tfu:. disc:;r-etc, r,crsonaU.ud. 
i.nt.rociu.ctwn service. for- 9ay rncn. and [e6bi,a,ns. 
Si.nc.:- l 982 Out' stafj of pr-oje.sswnm COUtUiclors ~l)e 
been succr..ss J i.Jly a.s'si.,sti.ng thou.s1tncfa of pc:opfc in 
.f i.ndin<1 compa.tib[.e n ,futi.ornih~ps 
~ tfu:. &ctu.r attt:ntat~ve fo r sE:kctive 
adulta. 
tn New 1:ngfGnd cuCL - (603 ) 8 80 - 7625 
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AIDS Action of Central Maine 
P.O. Box 3113 
Lewiston, Me. 04240 
AIDS Hotline 782-6113 
AIDS-Line 
775-1267 and 1-800-851-AIDS 
M, W, F, 6pm to 9pm 
The AIDS Project 
P.O. Box 10723 
Portland, Me. 04104 
Office (Community Resource Centei:-) 
142 High St., Rm. 209 
Bangor INTER WEA VE 
P.O. Box 8008 
Bangor, ME 04401 
Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance 
Box 569 
Bates College 
Lewiston; ME 04240 
' 
Bangor Area Gay/Lesbian/Straight Coalition 
(BAGLSC) . 
c/o 87 Sunset Strip 
Brwer, Me. 04412 
Bowdoin Gay/Straight Alliance 
Bowdoin College 
Brunswick 04011 
Chiltern Mountain Club 
P.O. Box 407 
Boston, Mass. 02117 
207-883-6934 
Feminist Spiritual Community 
9 Deering St. 
P .0. Box 3771 
Portland, Me. 04104 
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays 
Box 1556, Station A 
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada 
Free To Be 
11 King St. 
.Augusta, Me. 04330 · 
Friends and Parents of Gays 
729-9843 (Brunswick) 
623-2349 (Augusta) 
GLM (Gals et Lesbiennes de Moncton) 
C.P. 7102 
Riverview, N.B., Canada 
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous 
c/o First Parish Unitarian Church 
425 Congress St. 
Portland 04101 
Gay/Lesbian Parents Support Group 
780-4085 or 772-4741 
Portland 
'Gay/Lesbian Spiritual Community 
125 Vaughan Street 
Portland, Maine 04102 
207-773-1924 
Gay/Lesbian Alliance 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04102 
780-4085 
Gay Men's Support Association 
P.O. Box 3011 
North Conway, N.H. 03860 
Greater Bangor NOW 
P .0. Box 8026 
Bangor, Jl.1e. 04401 
Greater Portland N.O.W. 
P.O. Box 4012 Station A 
Portland 04101 
Harbor Masters Inc. 
P.O. Box 4044 
Portland, Me. ·04101 
LAGO-SJ (Lesbian and Gay Organization 
Saint John) 
Box 6494, Stn. A, Saint John 
.N.B. , Canada E2L 4R9 
Lesbian/Gay Committee 
Me. Chapter Nat'I. Assoc. of Social 
Workers 
P .O. Box 5112, Station A 
Portland, Me. 04101 
Maine Connection 
P.O. Box 5245, 
Station A 
Portland, Me. 04102 
Maine Health Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. box 7329 DTS 
Portland 04112 
Maine Lesbian Feminists 
P.O. Box 125 
Belfast 04915 
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance 
P.O. Box 108 
Yarmouth, ME. 04096 
New Hampshire Citizens Alliance for Gay 
and Lesbian Rights 
P.O. Box 756 
Contoocook, N.H. 03329 
603-228-9009 
Northern Lambda Nord 
P.O. Box 990 
Caribou, Me. 04736 
.NLN gay Pbonellne, 498-2088 , 
Portland Pride Committee · 
P.O. Box 5112, Sta. A 
Portland, Me. 04112 
883-6934 
Seacoast Gay MeP · 
P.O. Box 1394 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 
USM Women 's Forum 
University of Southern · Maine 
92 Bedford St. 
Portland 04103 
Vermonters for Lesbian-and Gay Rights 
(VLGR) 
Box 281 
Hinesburg, VT 05461 
Wilde-Stein Club 
Memorial Union 
University of Maine - Orono 
Orono 04469 
Women's Community Project 
P.O. Box 373~ 






Bates Gay/Lesbian/Straight Alliance - for 
discussjon, support, and planning - every 
Sunday, 8:30 p.m. in Hirasawa Lounge, 
Chase Hall , Bates College, Lewiston. 
Northern-Lambda Nord- last Sunday 
of the month - business meeting, 1:00 
pm, followed by a potluck. 
Maine Lesbian/Gay Political Alliance 
(MLGPA) - every third Sunday of the 
month. Meetings rotated throughout state. 
See Calendar listing for location and tlme. 
Gay/ Lesbian Spiritual Community-
125 Vaughan Street, Portland, Maine 
04102. 7:00 p.m. 773-1924. 
M~ine Connection AA Roundup, second 
Sunday of every month, 2:00 pm, 125 
Vaughan St., Portland. 
0
MONDAYS 
Feminist Spiritual Community every 
Monday at 7 pm, Friehds Meeting House, · 
Forest Avenue, Portland , 773-2294, (come 
early). 
Seacoast Gay Men - every Monday, 7-9 
p.m. (except 1st Monday and holidays) . 
. Unitarian Universalist Church, 292 State 
St. , Portsmouth, NH (side door basement), 
call Mark 207-646-2748 
AIDS Action of Central Maine - ' first 
Monday of every month at Sportsmans, 2 
Bates St. , Lewiston, 8 pm. Call Phil Ellis, 
784-5047 or 782-6113. 
Adult Children of Alcoholics (ACOA) -
Open Discussion with focus on gay/lesbian 
issues. 7:30-9:00 p.m. , YWCA, 87 Spring 
St. , Portland. 
TUESDAYS 
Bangor Area Gay /Lesbian/Straight Coalition 
(BAGLSC), meets the second Tuesday of 
every month at 87 Sunset Strip in Brewer 
at 7:30 pm. 
Greater Portland N.O.W. - fourth Tues-
day of the month, Y.W.C.A., 87 Spring 
St., Portland, 7:30 pm. 
Alcoholics Anonymous - Gays in 
Sobriety - ·every Tuesday, 7:30 pm, 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland. 
Gay/Lesbian Al-Anon - every Tuesday, _ 
7:30 to 8:30 pm, First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 425 Congress St., · 
Portland. 
Our Paper staff meeting - every Tues-
day, 7:30 pm, Our Books, 4 Pine St., 
Portland. New members are welcome. 
Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 
- fourth Tuesday of each month, 7:30, 
First Parish Church Pilgrim house, 9 
Cleaveland St., Brunswick. Call 729-9843. 
·WEDNESDAYS 
Fredericton Lesbians and Gays (FLAG) -
second Wednesday of the month -
Fredericton, N.B., Canada 
THURSDAYS 
Lesbian/Gay Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday, discussion meeting at 8 
pm, Unitarian Church, Main St., 
Bangor. 
VLGR (V ennonters for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights) meets the first and third Thurs-
day of every month at 7:Jo· pm at the 
Peace and Justice Center, 186 College St., 
Burlington • . 
Greater Bangor NOW - last Thursday of 
the month, Bangor City Hall, 7 pm. Call . 
989-3306 for info. 
Wilde:Stein Club- Thursday evening, 
6:00-9:00 p.m., Sutton Lounge, Memo-
rial Union, UMO. 
Gay/Lesbian Alcoholics Anonymous -
every Thursday, step meeting, 7:30 pm, 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 425 Congress St., Portland. 
FR.DAYS 
Free To Be Group of AA - meets. Fridays 
at 7:30, Jewe~ Hall, Univ. of Maine, 
Augusta, room 114. 
Gay/ Lesbian Alliance- every other Fr.i-
day ~!, 7, 92 Bedford St., Portland, 780-
4085. 
Alcoholics Anonymous meets every Friday 
8-9:30- Gays Together in Sobriety (Open 
Discussion) Christ Episcopal Church, 805 
Lafayette Road, Portsmouth, N.H. 
SATURDAYS 
Free To Be Gay /Lesbian Alcoholics 
Anonymous, every Saturday, 8:00 pm, 
The House, 60 Oak St. (comer Blake), 
Lewiston. 
Bangor INTERWEAVE Inc. - Coffee 
house and dance I st and 3rd Saturdays from 
9 to I at University College Center, Texas 
Ave., Bangor. $3. General meeting at 8:00. 
For info call 884-7079. 
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Friday, Dec. 5 
Women's Performance Night, at 
Williston-West Church, 32 Thomas St. in 
Portland. Doors open at 7 p.m.; show 
starts at 7:30 p.m. Sliding scale donation 
of $4 for Women's Community Project. 
Call 772-3966. 
Friday, Dec. 12 
"Pride's Night Out,., night at the 
movies. Call 883-6934 for details. 
Sat.', Dec. 13 thru Tues. Dec. 16 
"Desert Hearts" at The Movies, 10 Ex-
change St., Portland. 
Sunday, Dec. 14 
(MLGPA) will hold its December meeting 
at 62 Church St. , Gardiner. A potluck 
brunch begins at 11 a.m., followed by 
working on a mailing . All are welcome to 
attend . Call 582-2759 . 
Tuesday, Dec. 16 
• 'Before Stonewall" on PBS-TV, 
9-10:30 pm. 
Saturday, Dec. 20 
"Pride's Night Out," potluck supper, 
then off to 7:45 performance of P.S.O. 's 
"Magic of Christmas." Call early for in-
formation, 883-6934. 
Saturday, Dec. 27 
"Pride's Night put" second bowling 
night. Limited to 12 people. Call 883-6934 
to sign up. 
Sunday, Dec. 28 
Chiltern Mountain Club cross-country 
ski trip to Jackson, N.H. Call Michael at 
883-6934 for details. 
"Cafe Always represents 
a sophisticated step up in 
the type of cuisine generally 
found in the Portland area and 
it accomplishes the task at 
moderate prices and in 
an unpretensious 
manner." 
Robert Levey; The Boston Globe 1986 
Dinner From 5-1 O PM Closed Monday. 
Reservations Accepted. 
4 7 Middle Street, Portland 77 4-9399. 
